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Pozgin 1. TyT He 3anunWmMnoch Hikoro

Konn Mepi JleHHOKC npuBe3nu Ao ii A9abpka B MmaeTok MizenTBenT, TamTeluHs obenyra
OAHOCTaMHO BMpILLMAA, LLIO BOHA — HAMHENPUEMHILLA AiBYMHKA, sIKY iM goBogunocs 6auntu. | ue
npaega. B Hei 6yno maneHbke BOCKOBE NMYKO, Ha4Ye BUCOXNa qoirypka, CBiTne pigeHbke
BOJIOCCSIYKO M HE3MIHHO KMCIWI | BOAHOYAC NuxaTumn Bupas obrnmnyus.

>KosTaBe Bonoccs, i Takni camuii konip obnunyys, Haragysanu, wo Mepi Hapogunacs B Hgii Ta
MOCTIHO YMMOCh XBopina. li 6aTbko — YNHOBHUK KOMOHianbHoi aaMiHicTpalLlii, 6yB 3aBxan



3aBaHTaXXeHW poBOTOLO | TEX YaCcTO He3ayaB. HaToMiCTb MaTn BUNpPOMiHIOBana XXutrtesy cuny,
cnaBunacs Kpacoto, LikaBunacs Tiflbku po3saramu 1 niobuna otovysaTtu cebe Becenmmm
monoaumu nogbmu. i B3arani He uikaBuna maneHbKa AiBYMHKa.

Ogppasy nicng HapogxeHHs Mepi Bigaanu HaHi, akux B IHAji HasueatoTb Ad. XKiHka WBuako
3po3yMina: sKLO Xo4e 3p0oduTM NPUEMHICTb Binin NaHi, To NOBUHHA TPMMaTK AUTUHY SiIKOMora
Aani Big Hei. Yepes Te, wo Mepi 6yna xBopobnuemm, NPUMXINBMM, HEFAPHUM HEMOBAM,
OaTbku Haye Biguypanucs Big Hei. 3 pokaMmu cuTyauia He 3MiHIOBanacs: BOHa pocna
HEeCMOKINHOO, APaTiBMMBOIO, HEKPACUBOLO.

Tox fgiB4nHKa He Gaynna nobnumay cebe HIKoro, oKpiM TEMHOLLKIPOro obnunyya Ai Ta iHwunx
iHAINCbKknx cnyr. BoHn 3aBxaun cxunanu nepeg Hew ronosy n 4o3Bonsnmn pobutn ece, LWO
3amaHeTbcs, 60 ii nnay Ta Kpukn mornu podcepanTy Biny naHi. 3okpema 1 Yyepes ue, y CBOI
WicTb pokiB Mepi cTana HangeCcnoTUYHILLIOK iCTOTO, AKa TiNbKM KOMNUCh XWna Ha CBiTi.

Monoga ryBepHaHTKa-aHrninka, Ky HamHANM HaB4aTtu ii YATaHHA 1 NCbMa, Yepes Tpu Micaui
BigMOBMNAacs Big cBOei nocaaw, a ii HaCTynHWUI BUTpUMyBanu wwe meHwe. Tox abun Mepi
panTom camill He 3axOTiflocs Ai3HaTMCS, WO TaM NMULYTb Y KHUXKKAX, BOHA, HAaneBHO, Hikonn 6
He onaHyBana rpamory.

B oauH xxaxnuBui CNEKOTHUI paHOK, KON AiB4MHLi Oyno BXe poKiB AeB’ATb, BOHA NPOKMHYNacs
sIK 3a3BMYan He B 'yMOpI, a BXXe 30BCiM posisnunacs, Konn nobaunna, Wwo Ciy>xHuus, sika CToiTb
0ing nixka, — He ii As.

— T HaBiLWo NpuALwna? — 3anemMeHTyBano AiB4MCbKO. — A He 403BoNA TObI TYT 3anuwarucs.
Moknny moto Ato!

JKiHKa CTpMBOXEHO rMsAHyNa Ha Hei 1 NpobypmoTina, Wwo Aa NpunTn He Moxe. Heexke BOHa He
3Hae, WO MOi Haka3n He obrosoptoTbCs, nogymana Mepi. To xan HadyBaeTbCs — |
nepenoBHMBLLMCH 31060 BOHA Novana buTn Ta Wwunatu HewacHy. A Ta TinbKy 3rsKaHo
AuBunacs Ha Hei 1 HEBMMHHO NOBTOPIOBanNa, Wo A Hisik HE MOXE MPUATU A0 NaHHOYKM.

Liboro paHky HaBiTb y NOBITPi BiAYyBanocs LWock 3rosicHe. [10 TOro » 3BUYHWUIA MOPSAO0K
nopyLlyBaBCs HEOAHOPA30BO: KiNbKOX cryr He Byno Ha Mmicui, a Ti, koro nobadnna Mepi,
CKkpaganucb abo Tikanu Big Hei 3 onigumu, nepensikaHnMm obnMyYsaMn. Ane HiXTO He HaBaXXMBCS
cKasaTtu i XXoOHOoro criosa.

Mepi 11 paHilwe YnHuna Tak, 9K i 3amMaHeTbCsl, a OCKINIbKM CbOrogHi 1 CITOBOM He Oyro 3 KM
nepeknHyTUCH, TOX BUPILLMNA, LLO Bigpasy nige rpatvcs nig aepesom 6ins BepaHaun. BoHa
HacMMKana 3 Kylla ribickyca BENMKUX YePBOHMX KBITOK 1 YSIBASKOYM, LLO pOOUTL KNymbu,
BTUKana ix B ManeHbki Kynkn 3emni. OgHak obpaHe 3aHATTS ii aHiTpOXM He 3acnokoino. Hasnaku
3M0CTi TiNbKM gogasanocs i gisumHka Oypmorina cobi nig Hic Bce, WO CKaXke HAHI, Konu Ta
noBepHEeTbLCA.



— CsuHsA! CuHs! CBrnHAYA goudka! — 3axnMHalunCh Big NOTi, NPOMOBMsAa BOHA HaWCTpaLUHiLi
Ans ingycis obpasn.

Tak TpuBano O0TU, ax AOKM AiBYMHKA He nodyna, Lo ii Mama BuiLLNa 3 KUMOChb Ha BepaHay.
BOHM 3ynnMHUMMCD i 3aroBopunv SKUMUCb TPUBOXKHUMM MPUITTYLLEHMMN FONIOCaMM.

Mepi 3Hana, Wwo monoaun 6NoHAMH, SKUIn CTOSIB NOpyY 3 Martip’to, OyB odiLepoMm i HELLOO4aBHO
npuixas 3 AHrnii. [liB4MHKa yBaXKHO NOAMBMNACS Ha HbOrO 1 BiA3Ha4Mna, Wo Ha BUMMsA BiH OyB
e 3o08ciM toHUM. [1oTiM nepesena nornag Ha mamy.

3a bygb-aKoi cnywHoi Harogn Mepi npyuamensnaca oo Hei, 60 Mem Carib («6ina naHi») — a
AiBYMHKA NOAYMKM Ha3uBana CBOK MaMy Tak camo, SK i Cnyru-iHaycu — 6yna BUCOKOHO,
CTPYHKOIO, rapHoK. Ha ii 06nunydi BUPi3HANMCA BEMNKWKI YCMIXHEHI OYi 1 TPOXM KupnaTtui
ManeHbKUIN HOCKK, a BOMNOCCH HaragyBarno XBUNACTMI LWOBK. BoHa HOcuna KpacuBi MULLHI CYKHI
3 TOHKOI TKaHWHM | Ha HUKX, 9K ka3ana cobi Mepi, «noBHO Mepexusy». LIboro paHky Ha BOpaHHi
«6inoi nani» 6yno we Ginblie Mepexuns, Hix 3a3Bnyan, ane ii odi 30BCiM He cmianucs. Lnpoko
PO3KPUTi, BOHWN YBaXXHO OMBUMNCS HA MOSIOA0ro odilepa.

— Hemxe Bce Tak noraHo? Cnpasgi? — novyna Mepi cnosa matepi.

— Kaxnueo, — TpeMTa4MM roniocom BignosiB Monoauk. — XKaxnueo, naHi JleHHokc. Bu manu 6
BMiXaTu B ropu ABa TWXHI TOMY.

Mewm Cari6 3anomuna pyku.

— O, 2 3Hato, Wo mana 6 BuixaTn, — CXNUNHyNa BoHa. — A 30cTanacs Tinbkn Yepes Le aypHe
npumMmaHHs. Aka x a gypena!

Y Ler MOMEHT Bif XaTWH CAyr NoYynucs Taki Big4angyLwHi rofioCiHHA, WO XiHKa MMMOBOSTI
cxonunacs 3a nneve Mmonogoro odiuepa, a Mepi 3atpemTina 3 ronosu Ao Hir. Kpuku ctaBanu
Jenani ronocHilWnmm.

— Wo ue? Wo ue? — 3nakaHo npowuenoTina naHi JIeHHoKC.

— 3HOBY XTOCb MOMep, — BNEBHEHO Npoka3sae 6rnoHauH. — By He ka3anu, Wwo cepepq Bawwmx cnyr
TEX € XBOopi.

— A He 3Hana! — ckpukHyna Mem Cari6. — Xoaimo 3i MHO, naemo 3Biacu! — BoHa pi3ko
nosepHynacs n 3abirna B gim.

3rogom Mepi 3po3ymina, YoMy ToM paHoK OyB Takum 3roBicCHUM. CTanocd Hamkaxnumeiwe: o
HUX JoKOTUNaca enigemia xonepw, i nogan BMupanu, Sk Myxu. YHoui 3axsopina A4, a konm



NponyHanu KpUKM B XxaTMHaxX Cryr, BOHa nomepna. HactynHoro aHs e Tpoe cnyr Bigaanu 6ory
ayuwly, a pewTta po3birnucs. MNaxika oxonuna BCiX, agXe CMepTb HE OMUHAra XXOAHOro OyAMHKY.

[okn B 6yanHKy Tpueas nepenonox, Mepi cxoBanaca B AUTSMIN KiMHATI, 1 yCi Npo Hei 3abynu.
HixTo npo Hei He AymaB, HIXTO He LWyKaBs, i BOHa TO nnakarna, To cnana. A B uen yac
BigOyBanmca AkicTb OUBHI pedi, Npo siKi in Byno BiZOMO Tiflbkun Te, L0 N0AN XBOPInN 1 ymmpanu.
Mpo ue cBiguUnKM CTpaLUHi KpUKK, WO pas y pas gonitanv 4o Hei.

BpeLwuTi i Tak 3axoTinocsa icTu, Wo BOHa Npokpanacs B iganbHo. Tam Hikoro He Byno, xo4 Ha
cToni cToAno Ynumano ctpa. CTinbui M Tapifnkm CTOANM Tak, Hade Nau iX NOCniWHO BiACYHYNN,
KOnv panToM CTanu 3 SKOICb NPUYMHK TikaTK, He 3aBepLumBLIM 0Biay.

BoHa 3’ina Tpoxu dpykTiB i BickBIT, a WwWo6 yTamyBaTtu cnpary, nigcyHyna ao cebe Hanbnmxymm
Kenmx 3 sIKolCb TEMHOIO pignHoo. BoHa Gyna conogkot Ha cMak i Haragysana BUHOMPagHui
Ccik, TOMYy AiB4YMHKa BUNMna Bce 4o kpanni. BuHo nogisno mutteBo. Akacb HenepebopHa BTOMa,
a TaKOX KPUKK 1 TYMNOTIHHA Ntogen, WO CTPIMKO Tikanu 3 OyauHKy, 3MyCUnu ii NOBEPHYTUCS B
ANTSYY N WINbHO NPUYMHUTK 3a coboto aBepi. Mepi narna B Nixkko, M COH 3MopwB ii. BiH OyB
Takum rmmbokMMm, LLIO AiBYMHKA HAOO0Bro BTpaTuna 3gaTHIiCTb po3yMiTy, WO BigbyBaeTbCs
HaBKOrMO.

Konwn BoHa npokvHynacs, To 4OBro nexana v agumeunacs B ctento. Y 6yanHky naHyBana taka
TULWa, SIKoi He Byro 3a Bce ii XxnTTA. [liBUMHKa He Yyna Hi rofocie, Hi KpOKiB, TOX nogymana, Lo
BCi BXXe oy»Xanu Bif xonepwu, n sarpo3a MUHyrna.

BoHa Takox gymana npo Te, XT0 X NikryBaTUMeTbCA Npo Hei Tenep, konu A4 nomepna.
Moxxnneo, HoBa gorngganbHULSA 3HaTMMe HOBI Kasku, 60 cTapi i yxxe npuinucsa. 3a nomeprio
HAAHEI0 AiBYMHKa He nobuBanacs.

Mepi 6yna eroicTkoto 1 y3arani Hikoro He nobuna. LWym, kpukn 1 BiraHnHa Yepes xonepy
Hanskanu ii, ane HUHiI cTpax 3acTynuio po3gpaTyBaHHS Big, TOro, LLO NPOo Hei nocminm 3abyTu.
Xou ue 1 He OUBHO: XTO NamM’aTaTMMe NPo ManeHbKy OiBYMHKY 3 OrMAHOK MOBEAiHKOK, A0 SKOI
BCi Oynn 6angyxi. Tum yacom Mepi mipkyBana no-iHWOoMYy: KOfn cnanaxHyna ctpallHa xBopoba,
KOXXeH AiymaB Tinbku npo cebe, ane 3apas, Konu Bce 3HOBY B NOPSIAKY, HANEBHO, XTOCb Npuinae
NOAMBUTUCA, WO 3 Heto BiabyBaeTbCs.

OpaHak HixTo He 3’aABnsIBCS, a TMWa B ByaAnHKY cTaBana HectepnHot. Pantom Mepi novyna negb
YNOBUMMI LLYPXIT, | KONW noguBmnacs BHU3, To nobavnna maneHbKy 3Mmiliky, sika pyxanacs
B34OBX CTiHW N OMBUNacd Ha QiBYMHKY OrMCKy4YMMK, SK OPOroLiHHE KaMiHHS, ounma. Mepi
30BCiM He 3nsikanacs, 60 3Hana: Lue HeEBMHHE CTBOPIHHS HE 3anogie i XXoaHOoI WKoau.
3naBanocs, 3Milka nocnillae sikomora LWBUALEe BTEKTU 3 KIMHATK, NPOCIN3HYBLUM B WiAHY nNig
asepuma.

— K AMBHO 1 TNXO. Take BpaXXeHHS, O KpiM MeHe 1 3Milkn B ByaNHKY HIKOro Hemae, — roniocHO



ckasana Mepi 1 ogpasy no4yna Baxki KpOKuM — cnoyaTtky B cagy, a noTiMm — Ha BepaHai.

Kinbka 4yonosikis yBivLLNN B ByANHOK, NEPEMOBAIOYNCH NPUINYLLEHNMN ronocamu. HixTo He
BUIMLLOB iM Ha3yCTpPiY, HIXTO HE 3aroBOPMB 3 HUMW, a BOHW, Cyas4n 3i 3BYKiB, 3arnaganu B yCi
KiMHaTW, 06epexxHO NPOYNHAYN ABEPI.

— Ak TYT nopoxHbo! HaneBHO, HiXTO He BMXKB, — novyna Mepi. — Taka rapHa, 4YapiBHa xiHka!
MabyTb, guTrHa Tex nomepna. A vyB, WO B Hei Byna guTUHA, XOM ii HIXTO Hikonu He GayuB.

Yepes Kinbka XBUNWUH ABepi ANTAYOI Big4nHUNIMCS. MNeplinm go KiMHaTK YBIWLWOB cTapLunii
ogpiuep, akoro Mepi konucb 6aunna 3i cBoim 6atbkoM. BiH 6yB BTOMNeHwui i ctypboBaHuin, ane
Konun no6aums ii, TO Tak 3aMBYBaBCS, O Malxe BigckoumB Hasag. Mepi ctosna nocepepq
KiMHaTW, CTpaLlEHHO HerapHa, 4o TOro X TpeMmTina Big ronoay 1 o6ypeHHst Bif TOro, WO Npo Hei
3abynn.

— BapHi! — kpukHyB ocpiunep. — TyT antuHa! KnHyta gutuHa! B Takomy ctpawHomMy micui! XTo x
ue?

— A — Mepi JleHHOKC, — cka3ana AiB4uHKa, ropao BMnpocTaBwnck. MNpu LbOMYy BOHa nogymana,
LLIO g nioguHa gyxe rpyba, HasmBaroum OyaMHOK ii 6aTbka «TakMm CTpaLHUM Micuemy. — A
3aCHyna, Konu BCi 3axBOpPiNu Ha xonepy, 1 TiNbKW 3apa3 NpoknHynacs. Yomy HixTo He
npuxoguTb?

— Lle — Ta antnHa, siKy HiXTO Hikonm He 6aumB! — BUrykHYB odpiliep, 06epHYBLUMCh 4O CBOIX
cynyTHuKiB. — [Npo Hei BCi 3abynu!

— Yomy npo MeHe 3abynn? — 3akpmnyana Mepi, Tynaioum Horamu. — Yomy HiXTO He NpuxoauTb?

Monogui Yyonosik, AKoro Hasusanu bapHi, CcyMHO noaMBuBCA Ha Hei. Mepi HaBiTb 3ganocs, Wo B
HbOIO Ha o4ax 3’ABUNNCS CIbO3N.

— bigHa giBunHka! — ckasaB BiH. — 2KMBUX TYT He 30CTanocs, HikoMy MpuxoguTu.

Y Takun gusHuin cnocibé Mepi gisHanacs, Wo B Hei Tenep Hemae Hi 6aTbka, Hi Mamun, 60 BOHM
nomepnu. Ix noxoeanu BHOYI, KONV BOHa MILHO cnana, a HeYNCNEHHi CRyru-iHaoycu, SKUM
BOANOCH YHUKHYTU CMEpPTIi, MOBTiKanu Tak WBMAKO, SK TiNbKM MO, 3abyBLUM NPO MarneHbKy
MaHHOUYKY.

Ocb yomy 6yno Tak Tuxo. B ycbomy ByanHKY XnBUMU 3anuumnucs Tinekn Mepi n npyaka
MareHbKa 3mivika.



Pozgin 2. Cynepeunusa Mepi

Mepi niobuna 3ganeky AMBMTUCA HA CBOKO KpacuBy MaMmy, 3aBxau BOpaHy y BuLLYKaHi CYKHI,
npoTe Mawmxe He 3Hana ii n, MOXnMBo, TOMY 1 He nobuna. A, oTXxe, 30BCiM He CyMyBana 3a
Helo, KOnn cTtanocs rope.

Akbu giBunHka Byna cTtapLuot, ii, 3BU4aniHO, Hangkana 6 gymka npo Te, Wo BOHa 3anuunacs
opHa Ha 6inomy ciTi. Ta Mepi 6yna we maneHbKow, Npo Hei NOCTiINHO XTockb AbaB, i came ue
Ao4aBarno in yneBHEHOCTI, WO No-iHWOoMY 1 ByTn He moxe. Tox ii TypOyBano Tifbku OgHe: un
nau, 4O SKUX BOHa NOTpanuTb, BUKOHYBAaTUMYTb ii 3abaraHku, sik ue pobuna Ad Ta iHLwi
cnyru-iHaycw.

BoHa 3Hana, Wo He 3anuwmnTbCa A0Bro B ByAUHKY aHIMiNCbKOro nactopa, Kyau ii cnoyartky
npuseanu. Lle eguHe, wo Tiwunno, 60 QiB4nHKY TyT ApaTyBano Bce, HaBiTb ApidHuLi. [NacTop GyB
0igHUM, MaB n’'aTepo aiTen-norogok. BoHn BGMpanucs B NOHOLLEHWIA 0asar, NOCTIMHO cBapunmcs
" 3abupanu ogHe B ogHoro irpawkn. Mepi 3HeHaBumaina ixHin 6pygHun 6yguHok i noBogmnacs
TaK HECTEPMHO, L0 HIXTO He XOTiB 3 HEL0 rpaTucs. A HAaCTYNMHOro AHA AiTM BUraganv Ans Hei
NPi3BMCBLKO — i Lie CTano Nno4YaTtkoMm ChpaBXHbOI BOPOXHEY.

Woro aBTopom cTaB Beann — ManeHbKui XNonyyK i3 GrnakuTHUMM 04MMa | KUpMaTUM HOCOM.
Mepi ioro TepniTu He Morna, siK, BnacHe, 1 ycix iHWux. BoHa Ha camoTi rpanacs nig gepesom,
30BCiM TakK, sIK y TOM AeHb, Konu BnubyxHyna enigemis xonepu. [diB4nHka pobuna knymou n
nosHayana gopixku, a besun ctoas nobnmay, He 3BoaaYM 3 Hei oven. BiH 3auikaBmBCS rpoto 1
3anuTaB:

—Yomy T He noknageL Kyny KamiHHs, Hibu ue ckeni? Ocb TyT, NnocepenuHi, — i BiH HAXMNNBCA,
o6 BkasaTu Micue.

— leTb! — 3anemeHTyBana Mepi. — TepniTv He MoOXy xnonyakis! 1an 3sigcu!

CnouaTky besun poscepgmBcs, a NnoTiM NovaB APaXXHUTUCS, 3HAKOUK, SK Le JOLIKYNnsSe Noro
cecTpam. BiH ckakaB HaBkono Mepi, KpMBRSIBCA, HATYXXHO peroTas, HacniByHO4N:

MaHHa Mepi — cynepeyunuea HaTypa.

Ak BupocTe TBiN cag,

Konu BuxoguTb MepTBa nunL CKynbnTypa?
Twn kpaLye kBiTK Nocagm y psa!

Lle nouynu iHWi gitn 1 pago gony4mnunca Ao apaxHiHHa. Yum Ginbwe Mepi gpaTtyBanacs, Tum
rornocHille BOHW cniBanu:



MaHHa Mepi — cynepeynuea HaTypa...

Ba GinbLue: xapT 6yno BU3HAHO TakuMm BAANWUM, L0 AIBYMHKY HA3MBanNu Ha Mpi3aBUCbKO HEe NuLle
Mi>k coboto, a 1 3BepTalo4ymCh 4O Hei.

— Tebe BignpaBnsTL 4OOOMY HANPUKIHLi TUXHSA, — ckasaB in beann. — Lle Hac gyxe TiwunTb.
— MeHe Tex, — Bigpizana Mepi. — A ge uen gim?

— BoHa He 3Hae, ge ii gim! — npe3npnneo BuUrykHyB besnn. — B Axmmii, 3sMyaniHo! Tam, oo peui,
XuBe Hawa 6abycsa, 4o Hei Topik Bignpasunu Hawy cectpy Menbn. Ane T He noigew Ao ceoei
6abyci, 60 Hemae B Tebe Hisikoi 6abyci. T noigeLww Ao ceoro asapka. Moro 3ByTb Apunbanba
KpenseH.

— £ HiYOro Npo HLOro He 3Hato, — orpusHynacs Mepi.

— 3BUYariHo, He 3HaelLl, — 3noBTiwaBcsa be3un. — Tu Hivoro He 3Haewl. [liB4aTa HIKOMM HI4YOro He
3HalTb. A YyB, 9K TaTO 1 Mama Npo HbLOro roBopunu. BiH Xuee y Beniv4esHoMy cTapomy
OYOUHKY 1 00 HbOTO HIXTO HE NPUXOAMUTb. BiH Takui 3numi, WO HIKOro He xode 6a4nTu, a akbum 1
3axoTiB, TO HIXTO 40 HbOro He NpUNLOB 6u, 60 BiH rop6aTun i CTpaLLHWA.

— 4 T06i He Bipto, — 3HOBY Bigpizana Mepi, a noTiM BigBepHynacs 1 3atynuna Byxa nasnbusiMu,
o6 BinbLue HiYOoro He YyTu.

MpoTe Ha camoTi BOHa A0OBro po3MipkoByBaria npo ckasaHe beaunom. Yeeuyepi naHi Kposgopa,
OpYy>XWHa nacTtopa, cnpasgi NosigomMuna i, LWo 3a Kifbka AHiB Ha Hei Yekae nogopoX Ao AHrmii,
ae B MaeTky MizenTBenT xuBe ii oaapko, naH Apunbanbg KpenseH. OgHak Mepi Tak 6angyxe
CAPURHANA LI 3BICTKY, LLIO NPUBITHI rocnofapi HaBiTb He 3HaNK, WO Npo Hei gymaTtw.

[opocni Hamaranuca BUABNATU CBOKO YYWHICTb, NO-CNpaBXHbOMY CMiBYyBato4u ii ropto, ane
AiBYMHKa Lopa3 BigBepTana obnuyys, konu naxi Kposdopa Hamaranacs ii nouinysaru, i
cTosiNa HeMopyLUIHO, 3 BUCOKO NiAHATOK rofloBOK, HEMOB NManuLio NPOKOBTHYMA, KONW naH
KpoBchopa nackaBo TopkaBcs ii nneva.

— Lle ayxe aveHa AUTMHA, — CyMHO 3aBBaxkuna naHi Kpoedopa 4yonosikosi. — li nokiiHa matm
Oyna Takol YapiBHO XiHKO, 1 TaKOK BUXOBaHO, ane Mepi — HaHenpueMHila guTuHa, sky
A TiNbKM 3ycTpivyana y ceoemy XuTTi. it npo3sanu ii «cynepevnuea Mepi», 1 xod ue Hegobpe
3 iXHbOro OOKy, ane ii 3BepPXHICTb NEPEXOANTb YCi MEXi.

— Moxe, konu 6 ii BUWYyKkaHa Mama YacTilwe HasigyBanacsa B anutady kimHaty, Mepi He 6yna 6
TaKoo BiantoabKyBaTot. [ly)ke CyMHO roBOpUTM NPO Lie Tenep, KONu LS rapHa XiHka nomepna,
ane 6araTo niogen B3arani He 3Hanu Npo Te, WO B Hei € AnTuHAa, — NpoKa3as Y BiAMnoBigb NaH

Kposdopa.



— Tak, BOHa HiKOnK He UikaBunacs cBOe OUTUHOM, — 3iTXHYyNa naHi Kposdopa. — Konun
nomeprna HsHs, GinbLie He Byno KoMy 3ragati Npo AiBYnHKY. Bci cnyrm posbirnucs, sanuwmsLumn
il oQHY B NOpOXHBbOMY OyaumHky. NMonkoBHUK Maklpoy po3noBigas MeHi, Lo OCTOBNMIB, KOMNK
BiOYMHMB ABepi 1 Nob6aumB AiBYMHKY CaMy-CaMiCiHbKy nocepes KiMHaTu.

MMig yac gosroi goporu o Anrnii 3a Mepi Harnggana apy>xuHa ogHoro 3 odiuepis, sika
BiIBO3WNa CBOIiX AiTel 40 WKONW. I He AaBanu CNoKOK BNACHI OiTU, TOX BOHA 3iTXHyna 3
nonerweHHaM, Konuv B JIOHAOHI 3a AiBYMHKOIO NpUALLINAG eKOHOMKa 3 MaeTky MisenTBenT, aky
npucnae naH Apunbanbg KpenseH.

MaHi Megnok Gyna goBoni rnagka YepBOHOLLOKA XKiHKa 3 NPOHU3NMBUM NOMNSL0M YOPHUX OYeER.
BoHa BGpanacs B aickpaBy nypnypoBy CyKHIO, YHOPHY LLOBKOBY HaKWAKy 3 TACbMOK 1 YOPHMWN
KanesitoLwoK i3 NypnypoBUMM OKCaMUTOBUMM KBITaMK, SKi Cinanmca 3a KOXXHOro Nopyxy rofosu.

Mepi Bce B Hili He cnogobanacs. MNpoTe B LboMy He BGyno HiYOro AMBHOIMO, OCKINTbKM 3a3BM4yan
BOHa Hi 0O KOro He BusiBnsana cumnarii. Kpim Toro, naHi Meanok noku wo He mana notpebu
3BaXkaTu Ha ii QYMKY.

— Xawn lNocnogb munye, ane ogpasy BUOHO, WO ue — Ta we antmnHa! KaxyTb, ii Mama byna
KpacyHelo, — 3aBena po3mMoBy 3 ApYXUHOW odilepa naHi Meanok. — Ane fodka 30BCiM B Hei He
BAanacs, Ym He npasaa, Magam?

— Moxe, BOHa CTaHe rapHiLlo, Konu BUpocTe, — 3 4OOPOAYLIHOK YCMILLKOK npunycTuna
XiHKa. — AKOK TinbkK ii 06nmyysa He Byno TakMm XXOBTUM, @ CaMa BOHa — TaKOK HEMPUBITHOHO. ..
A 3aranom pucm obnnyysa B Hei JOCUTb BUTOHYEHI. [1iTK 3 BiKOM AyXXe 3MiHIOTbLCS.

— Y Takomy pasi in goBeneTbesa gyxe-ayxe 3aMiHUTUCA, — BNepTo npokasana naHi Megnok. — [lo
TOrO X MyLLY 3a3Ha4MTH, WO B MaeTKy MisenTBenT HeEMae Hi4oro Takoro, Lo gonomor- o 6 in
3MIHUTUCS Ha Kpalue!

JKiHkn, Wwo Benu Gecigy B KOpUOopi rotento, Ae 3ynMHUANCS Ha Hid, 1 ragkm He manu, wo Mepi,
sKa CTosina Bigaanik i 3ocepekeHo cTexunna 3 BikHa 3a BYTMYHUM PYXOM, Yye iXHIO PO3MOBY.
MpoTe giB4MHKa He NponycTuna XXO4HOro crnosa. I penani GinbLe KOpTifio nobaunTtun Te Mmicue,
Npo SIKe MLLNOCS, a TaKoX 3yCcTpiTUCA 3 AaabkoM. bo BoHa Hikonu He Gauuna ropbatmx. MabyTb,
B IHAii Taknx Hemae.

Bigkonn Mepi BTpatuna BrnacHuin 6yguHoK, i B Hei He cTano Ai, diB4MHKA NodyBanacs gayxe
CaMOTHbBOIO 1 IHKOMM po3MipKoBYyBana npo AUBHI pedi, Ha sKi paHille 30BCiM He 3BepTana yBaru.

Yomy BOHa Hikonu He Byna 4merocb, HaBiTb KON Mana 6aTbKiB? |HLWI AiTK 3aBXaW Hanexanu
CBOiIM TataMm i Mamam, i TiflbkKn BOHa Hikonu He Oyna 4Metocb MarneHbKOK AOHBKOK. Y Hei Bynu
cnyru, xa v og4r, ane BciMm 6yno 6angyxe Ao Hei, ii HIXTO He N6uB.



3 akmxocb MipkyBaHb Mepi BBaXkana, Lo Mae npaBo BCIX 3HEBaXaTW, MPUHMXKYBATK 1 YCiM
cynepeunTun. Ane He BU3HaBana Takoro npasa 3a iHWwumMun. | noku wo He Byrno KoMy NOSACHUTK
3apo3yMislin OiBYMHL, LLO XTOCb MOXE TakK CaMo CTaBUTUCS OO Hei.

Ot i B naHi Megnok BoHa 6aunna Tinbku CyuifnibHWIA HeraTmB: in He Nnogobanock Hi ii npocTyBaTe
YepBOHOLLOKEe 00NnYYs, Hi Hegonyrum kanentoLwok. Konu HacTynHOro paHky BOHW pyLUUN B
popory — gani, B l7lopKLuwp, Mepi nwna nepoHOM i3 BUCOKO NiAHATO rofIoBOKD, HAaMarakynch
TpumaTtuca akomora gani Big ekoHomkn. Cama oymka, WO ii MOXYTb YBaXKaTu 3a JOYKY MNaHi
Megnok, 6yna HecTeprHoto.

Ane nani Megnok He TypbyBana Hi cama Mepi, Hi ii Aymkn. BoHa Byna 3 TUX XiHOK, SKUX «He
LiKaBNATb AUTAYI BUTIBKWY. [ NOTPiGHO BYNO TiNbKM BUKOHATW Haka3 naHa Apunbansaa
KperBeHa, SKOMy BOHA LLe HIKOMW He Te Lo He Nepeyunna, a HaBiTb 3annTaHb He cTaBunia. Xod
came 3apa3s HanMeHLUe XOTina onMHuTucs B JIOHAOHI: B Ui AHI goYka ii cectpyn Mapii Buxoguna
3amix. OgHak naHi Meanok gyxe uiHyBana CrnokilHe i BUCOKOONavyyBaHe MiCLle EKOHOMKU, sike
Morna BTpaTtuTh Yepes apibHuLto.

— KanitaH JleHHOKC i horo gpy>uHa nomMmepnu Big xonepwu, — ckasas NaH KpenseH, sk 3aBxan
NaKOHIYHO 1 xonofHo. — KanitaH JleHHokc ByB ©6paTtomM Moei APY>KUHKU, TOMY A CTaB OMiKyHOM
iXHbOI fovkun. OnTtnHy Tpeba gonpasutn ctoan. Bu noigete ao JloHgoHa n npuBeseTe AiBYMHKY.

Tox naHi Megnok cnakysara CBii ManeHbKUI CakBOSXK | BUPYLLUMA B JOPOTY.

Mepi cugina B KyTKy BaroHa 3 KMCIIOH0 i 3r1oto qpidioHoMieto. B Hei He Byno KHKKKU, ANBUTUCS Y
BiKHO ByNno HeLikaBo, TOMY BOHa CKflarna Ha KosliHax CBOi TOHEHbKi pyYK/ B YOPHUX PyKaBUYKAX i
Tak 3acturma, suinuem 3ybu. YopHun oadar we GinbLue nigkpecntoBas XXOBTU3HY ii 06nn4yys, a
pideHbKi Nacma CBITIoro Bofioccs BMOMBanmcesa 3-nig YOpHOro KanemnoLka.

Lle x Tpeba 6yt Tako NpMMXIMBOL, — Nnogymana naHi Megnok, pas y pas nosuparym Ha
ManeHbKy cTaTyro. CroBOM «MpUMXnnBay B VOpKLWIMPI HasvMBanm po3neLleHnX i ApaTiBnmnBux

aiten. — fAka guTuHa 3gaTHa Tak 4OBro CUAITU HiYoro He pobnsyu!

BpewTi-pewwT i Habpnano npManBnisaTUCS 40 AiBYMHKKU, 1 BOHA 3aroBopuna npoHN3NmnBmuM
roriocom:

— [apato, nopa po3noBicT! Bam Npo Micle, Kyan mu igemo. Yum 3HaeTe BuM LWo-Hebyab Npo CBOro
aanbka?

— Hi, — Bignosina Mepi.

— Bwu Hikonu He vynu, wo6 Bawwi 6aTbkn Npo HLOrO 3ragyBann?



— Hi, — HeBooBONeHo Bigkasana Mepi 1 cnoxmypHina wie 6inbLue, ycBigoMmeLUK: 6aTbKO 1 MaTK
B3arani HiKosfiM 1 Hi Npo Lo 3 Helo He roBopunn. BoHW Hi Npo Lo i He po3nosiganu.

— 'm! — npoGypmorTina nani Megnok, e yBaxHile po3guBnsaioYmMCh HEBOOBOSIEHE NNYKO
AiBYMHKN. AKMIACb Yac BOHa NomoBYarna, noTiM ckasana: — [agato, Bce-Takm BaM Tpeba aelo
po3noBicTK, Wob By npurotyeBanucs. Pid y TiM, WO MU idemMo B HE3BMYaNHE MicLe.

Mepi Ha ue Hivoro He Bignoeina, n nadHi Megnok, posyapoBaHa ii 6anagyxicTio, 3HOBY
nomoBYarna, a noTiM 3iTXHyna n nosena gani:

— Maetok gocuTb Benukuin, i naH KpereeH nuwaetbes HUM. LLlonpaeaa, cam GyanHOK OCUTb
cTapuii TOXMypuii. Mlomy Bxe pokiB LWICTCOT. BiH po3TaLoBaHWi Ha Kpato BEMUYE3HOTOo
BepecoBoro nons. Tam 6nun3bKko cTa KiMHaT, Xo4 GinbLUiCTb 3 HUX 3aMKHEHO. TaM BUCATb
KapTWHW, i CTOATb KpacuBi cTapoBUHHI Mebni. HaBkono — BennyesHun napk i cagwn. [Nnkn gesknx
JepeB JicTtaloTb 40 caMoi 3eMii, — BOHa 3HOBY MOMOBYana, 3iTxHyna n HecnogisaHo

3akiHuuna: — Ocb i BCe, WO 4 X0oTifia Bam po3noBiCTy.

Mepi, cama Toro He 6axatoum, novana npucnyxatmuca. Bece, npo wo po3nosiganocs, HiYMm He
HaragyBsano IHgito, a Bce HOBe ii 3aBxan npusabnioano. OaHak rogi 6yno nobaunTn
3auikaBrneHHs1 Ha 0bnmydi OiBYMHKM — XXO4EH M’S13 HEe BOPYXHYBCS, BOHA BAaBana, Lo in
Gangyxe. Lle 6yna ogHa 3 ii HenpnemHux puc.

— Ocb AKoCb TaK... — ckasana naHi Meanok. — Lo Bu npo ue aymaete?

— Hivoro, — Bignogina giB4nHka. — A HIYOro He 3Hato NpPo Taki ByaAnHKN.

Lla BianoBiab BUKkNukana B naHi Meonok KOPOTKUI CMILLIOK.

— O! — BupBanocs B Hei. — Bu — 30BciM, ik ManeHbka 6abycs. Bac 30BCiM HIYOro He LikaButb?
— ke Le Mae 3Ha4YeHHd — LjikaBO MEHi Yu Hi, — piBHUM rorocom npokasana Mepi.

— A ocb TyT BU MaeTe pauito, — nigxonuna naHi Meanok. — KogHoro 3HavyeHHs. Hagilo Bac
Be3Tun B MaeTok MizentBenT, g He 3Hat0. HaneBHO, Le HannpocTiwe, WO NPUALLIIO NOMY B
ronosy. A BNeBHeHa, BiH NPO Bac He Abatume. BiH HiKOnun Hi Npo KOro He NiknyeTbCs.

>KiHKka Bpa3 3aMoOBKMa, HEMOB 3raflaBLUN LLIOCb 3ab60pOHEHE.

— Y HbOrO KpuBa CnuHa, — ckadana BoHa. — OCb YOMY BiH He Takui, sk yci. BiH 6yB gpaTiBnveum
LLle 3 MOroAoCTi, TOX nonpu cBoe baraTcTso, He ByB LWACNMBUM, AOKN HE OOPYXMBCS.

Mepi panTom nigBena Ha €KOHOMKY Odi, X04 i Hamaranacs NPUKNHyTUCs bangykoto. BoHa Hikonun
He aymana, wo ropbaHb MoXe oapyXutucs, Tomy 3amsyBanacs. [NaHi Megnok ue nomituna, v



ockKinbkun 6yna ayxxe 6anaky4oro ocob0oto, Bena CBOK po3noBiab Aeaani XBasiwe. 3peLToto, ue
OyB eguHMI cnocib 3raaTun Yac y 4opoa3i.

— Bona 6yna Taka muna, kpacmBa, To BiH OyB nageH Ha Kpan CBiTY NiTu 3a ctebenbuem Tpasu
ANna Hei, aK6n BOHa Tinbku 3axoTina. HixTo 1 He gymas, WO BOHA NOroanMTbCA OAPYXUTUCS 3
HUM, a BOHa fana 3rogy. Jltogm noyanun roBopuTH, WO Lie — vYepes Noro rpoLli. Ane ue Henpasaa,
Henpasaa... — 3 MMOOKMM NepekoHaHHAM noeTopuna naHi Megnok. — Konv BoHa nomepna...

Mepi, cama Toro He 6axkatouu, 3nerka nigcTpubHyna.

— O! BoHa nomepna! — BurykHyna gis4vHka. i npuraganacs Konvce npoyntaHa gpaHLlysbka
Kaska, y SKin po3nosiganocd npo ropbaHsa Ta npekpacHy npuHuecy. Mepi ctano wkoga naHa
Apunbanbga KpenseHa.

— Tak, BOHa nomepna, — 3iTxHyna naHi Megnok. — Bigrogi BiH cTaB we 6inbw avBakysaTnm. BiH
Garato nogopoXxye, a Konm NOBepTaeTbCs, TO 3aMUKAETbCA B 3axigHOMY Kpuii ByAnHKY M Hikoro
He xoye 6aunTu. MNyckae Tinbkn ctaporo lMiTyepa, Ak 6aBMB rocnogaps, Konu Tom 6yB e
ANTUHOIO, TOX Aobpe BUBYMB NOro XapakTtep.

Lle 6yna gmBHa icTopisi, HEMOB i3 KHWKKW. Po3nosigb nani Megnok HiTpoxu He nigbagbopuna
Mepi. ByanHok 3i cTa kKimHaTamu, i Maxe BCi BOHWM 3aMKHEHi — ByANHOK Ha Kpato BepecoBOro
nons — BCE Lie 3By4arno noxmypo. Ta HaBiTb cam (akT, Wwo 6yamHok ctose 6ins nons. | ropbatui
YOMOBIK, SKMIA HiKkOro He xode 6aunTu!

HiBunHka gmBunacs y BiKHO, 3UinuBLUKM 3y0Ou, i i 30anocs LinkKoM NpupoaHUM, LLO B LIKO XBUMUHY
oL noyae 6GuUTK Cipymmn KOCMMK CTPYMEHSIMW Y BikHa BaroHa. Abu x 1o byna xuBea Ta
OPY>XUHa-KpacyHs, BoHa 6 ocsisna Bce HaBKomo, K ii Mama, — CBOIM LLebeToM, pyxnmBiCTHO,
XOAiHHAM 3 OfHiei BeYipKun Ha iHLWY B YyJOBUX CYKHSIX, Ha SKMUX «MOBHO MepexuBy». Ane ii BXxe He
Oyno cepepn XuBKX.

— He cnogiBanTtecs noro no6aunTtu, BiH He 3axo4e 3 BaMU PO3MOBNNATU, — NoNepeauna nati
Megnok. — | He gymanTe, WO 3 BaMn XTOCb 3axo4e po3MoBnaTu. Bam Tpeba Oyae camin rpatmcs
i camin npo cebe niknyeBaTuca. Bam ckaxyTb, Yy AKi KiMHaTM MOXHa 3axoauTn, a y ski — Hi. Caais
TaM ocuTb. Ane He MOXHa XxoauTu no ByauHKY 11 NxaTu CBOro Hoca, Kyau He cnig. MNaHosBi
KperiBeHy ue He cnogobaeTbcs.

— £ 30BCiM He 30Mpatocs Hikyam nNxaTu CBOro Hoca, — Bigpisana Mepi.

YTiM, HecnoaiBaHo BoHa nepecrana cnisdysaTu naHosi Kpersery. [ cnano Ha gymKy, Lo BiH —
HenpuemHa nguHa i 3acnyxus Bce Te, WO 3 HUM cTanocs. [iB4MHKa NnoBepHynacs 4o BikHa,
pO3aMBASAOYMUCH Cipi NOTOKM AOLLY, AKWMI, 30aBarnocsd, Hikonn He NnpunuHuTbes. Mepi gusnnacs
Ha HMX Tak QOBrO i BNepTo, AOKN BCe nepeq ii odmma He ctano cipum. BoHa 3acHyna.



Poagin 3. Mo Ton 6ik BepecoBux Gonit

Mepi cnana gy»e [OBro, a Konv NpokMHynacs, 6inga Hei CTOAB KOLKK 3 Keto, Ak naHi Meanok
Kynura Ha skincb ctaHuii. Tam Bynum cmaxeHi kypyaTta, XxonogHa sfioBudmHa, xiib i3 Macrom i
rapsa4mmn van.

oy He BLLyxaB, i BCi Ntoan Ha CTaHuisax xogunu B 6rnimckyyunx gowosmkax. [poBigHuk 3ananvs
y BaroHi namnu, n naxHi Measiok B3snacs CnopoXKHIOBaTK KOLLMK, HACOMOAXKyBanaca rapsymm
yaeM, KypsaTUHOI Ta ANoBUYMHOK. BOHa HiYOreHbKO nigkpinunacs v 3acHyna, a, Mepi, gka tex
Joknanaca oo Tpanesu, OBro AMBunacs Ha Hei Ta Ha ii Kanentox, SKMi CNoB3 Ha BYXO, JOKU
3HOBY HE 3acHyrna nig, MOHOTOHHUI LWyM AoLly. A KOnu 3HOBY NPOKMHYnacsi, 6yno Bxe 30BCiM
TeMHo. lNoi3g cTosB Ha cTaHUii, a NaHi Meanok Tpscna ii 3a nneve.

— Hy, Bu 11 coHsa! — BurykHyna BoHa. — Poanstowwynte odi! Mu BXe Ha cTaHuii TeenT, a nonepeqy
e — JOBrMn LINSAX.

Mepi 3Benacst Ha Horn, Hamarar4mMcb TPMMaTK Odi PO3NNIOLEHNMM, NOKK NaHi Meanok 36mpana
pedvi. ManeHbka naHHa HaBiTb HE NOAyMarna 3anpornoHyBaTy i CBOK gonomory, 6o cnyru B IHgji
3aBXau 30Mpann n Hocunu pedi cami, Wo 3aaBanocst LinkomM npupogHuM.

Lle 6yna ManeHbKa CTaHUisi, Ha Hiil HIXTO, KPiM HMX, He 3inwoB. CTaHuiiHMn gornaaad
3aroBopuB 3 naHi Meanok — o4eBngHO, BOHM Bynun 3HanoMmi, BUMOBSIOUM COBA SIKOCb OVMBHO 1
npoTsbkHo. MisHile Mepi 3po3ymina, Lo Tak roBopaTh BCi XuTeni Mopkwmpy:

— Bauy, B1 BXXe noBepHynucs 1 NpuBesnu i3 coboto OiBYNHKY?

— Ara, ue BOHa, — naHi Menok Tex nepenLuna Ha NOPKLLIMPCbLKY BUMOBY 1 KMBHYNa Ha Mepi. —
Ak noxueae Bawa gpyxvHa?

— [skyto, HenoraHo. Baww keb cToiTh 3 iHWOoro 60Ky cTaHLii.

Ekinax yekaB Ha JOpO3i Nnepen ManeHbKow nnatdgopmotro. Mepi 3aBBaxuna, Lo BiH gyxe
npucToiHunir. Cryra B3siB ixHi pedi i1 qonomir 3abpatucs BcepeavHy. Moro gosrvii rymosuin nnaty
3 KanTypom, LLO 3aKpuBas UuniHApP, 6nuwias y CTpyMeHAX AOLLY, KM 3anuBaB yce HaBKOSO,
BKMIOYHO 3 rNagkuM CTaHLUiMHUM gorngaaadem.

Yonogik 3a4nMHMB ABepuaTa keba, CiB Nopyd 3 Ky4epom, i BoHM pywmnn. Mepi 3pyyHo
BMOCTMACS Ha M’sIKOMY CUAIHHI B KYTKY, anie cnaTtu in Bxe po3xoTinocd. BoHa gusunacs y
BIKHO, HAMaral4Mcb XOM LWOCb NoBavmMTK 3a CTiHOK Aolly. Ane TeMpsiBa xoBana gopory, sika



Bena B AMBHE Micue, Npo dKe i po3nosina naHi Meanok.

Mepi He Byna 6osryskoto, ane Bigyysana: B 6yauHKy, 3 NOHaA CTa KiMHaTaMu, nepeBaxHa
OiNbLUICTb 3 SIKMX 3aMKHEHI, B MAETKY, LLI0 PO3KMHYBCS Ha Kpato BEPECOBOro Nosis, 3 HE0 MOXE
TpanuTncs 6yab-Luo.

— A Wo Take «BepecoBe none»? — panToM 3anutana BoHa B naHi Megnok.

— [AnBIiTbCA y BIKHO, @ XBUINNH Yepes AecsATb cami nobaunte, — Bignosina ta. — [okn mu
nobepemocd 4o MaeTKy, Ham Tpeba nNpoixaTu BiCiM i3 MONIOBMHOIO akpiB NMOB3 BEPECOBI NOM4.
Barato Bu He posamBuTecs, 60 Hi4 TeMHa, ane wo-Hebyab, Moxe, N nobaynTe.

Mepi 6inblwe He cTaBuna 3anuTaHb, ane Yekana Ha LWOCh Y CBOEMY 3aTULLIHOMY KYTKY,
BOMVBISOYUCE Y BiKHO. JlixTapi KapeTn BUCBITNIOBaNM HEBENUKNI NPOCTIp nonepeay, 1 AiB4nHKa
po3pisHAna KOHTYpU NpegMeTiB, NoB3 SKi BOHU npoixakanu. Ogpasy 3a cTaHuielo BoHa
nobayuna kpuxiTHe ceno: NnobGineHi OyaMHOYKM 1A CBITNO B TPAKTUPI.

BoHW MynHYNK LuepkBy 1 BYONHOK CBSILLEHHWKA, OCBITNEHY BiTPUHY ManeHbKOro MarasumH4mka 3
irpallkamu, conogoLlamMmn Ta iHWUMK npegMmetTamMmu, BUCTaBNEHMMIN Ha nNpodax. Biatak Buixanm
Ha TpakT, i giB4MHKa nobaymna XnBonnoTu 1 gepesa. [1oTim 4oBro He Byno HiYoro LikaBoro — un
TO NPOCTO 3aHymXeHin Mepi 3ganocs, Wwo JoBro.

HapeLTi koHi nmilwnm noBinbHilwe, HeMOB Nigimanuca Ha naropO, i Mepi 3ganocs, Lo 3a BikHOM
HiYoro Hemae, okpiM TeMpsiBu. BoHa Haxmnunacs Bnepes, NpUTynMBLINCL 06nYYaM 4O BikHA, —
i TYT Ke6 nobpsiye TpyCoHymo.

— Ara! Hy, ocb 3apa3 My TOYHO NpoiXa)Kaemo NoB3 Bepecosi 60noTa, — nosigomuna nati
Mepanok.

JlixTapi knganu TeMsiHE CBITNO Ha 3BUBMUCTY Jopory, 06abid akoi ckinbkn MoxHa 0yno nobauntu
pocnn MarneHbKi KyLli Ta sKiCb HU3bKOPOCTTi CriaHKi pOCNUHKU. 3iMHABCS BiTEP i NPOTAXKHO
3arororiB.

— Lle yacowm... He mope? — 3anuTana Mepi.

— Hi, ue He Mmope, — BignoBina naHi Meanok. — Lle He cTen i He ropu, Le NPOCTO HECKIHYEHHI
MuUni OMKoi 3eMni, NacoBuLLa, e He POCTe HIYOro, KpiM Bepecy, i e HemMae Hi4oro KUBOro, Kpim
JNKNX NOHI Ta OBeLlb.

— Akbun TyT Gyna Boaa, ue 6yno 6 mope, — ckasana Mepi. — LUymnTb, Sk mope.

— Lle BiTep BMe B 3apocTax. Ak Ha MeHe, Lie AMKe 1 MOXMYpe Micle, Xo4 baratboM TyT
nogobaetbcs, 0cOBNMBO, KONW 3auBiTae Bepec.



BoHu ixanu gani n gani 3aHypeHi B TeMpsBY, i Xo4 4oL, MPUNNHUBCS, CUSTbHUI BITEP 3a BIKHOM
keba He cTuxaB: TO CBUCTIB, TO BUAABAB iHLUI, We ANBHILWI 3ByKW. [lopora To niginmanacs, 1o
onyckanacs. Kinbka pasis kapeTta npoika)Kana HeBenmknmMm Mictodkamu, nig SKUMn Wyminm
OypxnMBi NOTiYKN, HAaNOEHi HeaaBHiIM gowem. Mepi 3gaBanocs, Lo noisgka Hikonu He
3aKkiHUMTbCS, a Ui 6e3kpai YopHi NnpocTopu No obmasa 6oku keba Hacnpasai AKMNCb TEMHUI
OKeaH, Yepes AKWUI BOHM iyTb NO BY3€HbKi CMYXLi CyLLUi.

«MeHi TyT He nogobaeTbes, — BUpiWIMNa AiB4MHKa. — He nogobaetbca MeHi TyT». | MiuHiwe
CTUCHyIa CBOi TOHKi ryou.

KoHi 3HOBY nigHsinncsa Ha narop®, i Mepi nomiTuna BganuHi BorHuk. MNaxi Megnok tex npukunina
[0 BiKHa 1 MornerweHo 3iTXHyBLUW, BUTYKHYNa:

— Ak xe 9 paga ubomy BorHuky! Lle — citntbes B 6yamHky BopoTaps. Lo x, yxe HezabapoM Mu
BMM’'eMO Nno JoO0pin YallLi rapsyoro yato.

Lle 6yno He «TaK yxxe 11 He3abapom», Ik BOHa ckasana, 60 kapeTa, 3aixaBLUM Yepes BOpoTa, e
KinomMeTpu 30 Tpu ixana aneero napky, Ae crapi gepesa, Maxke TOpKa4YUCb BEpXiBKaMMU,
YTBOPUINN LLLOCb Ha 3pa30K JOBrOro TEMHOIO CKNEMiHHS.

HapeLwTi keb BuixaB Ha OCBITNEHNA NPOCTIip i 3ynNnMHMBCA nepes HEMMOBIPHO JOBIMMM, HU3bKUM i
acuMeTpUYHNM Kam’'sstHum ByamHkoM. Cnovatky Mepi 3ganocs, wo B 6yaAnMHKY 30BCiM TEMHO,
ane, 3iCKOYMBLUN 3 MigHIKKA 1 pO33MPHYBLUUCE, Nobayuna oniguin BOrHMK B 0OGHOMY 3 BiKOH
nepLuoro noBepxy.

CTtapoBuHHI, BaXKi NnapagHi ABepi, 36uTi 3 MacuMBHKX, NpUKpaLleHnx pisbboto 4y6oBMX AOLLOK i
CKpinsieHi BenukumMmmn 3anisHuMm nsaHkamm 1 LBsixamm npoumHunucs, i Mepi onvHunacsa y
BenuYesHin cnabo OCBITNEHIN 3ani, 3 HEMMOBIPHO KiNbKICTIO KAPTUH Ha CTiHaXx, siKi, 30aBanocs,
OXOPOHSAIOTbL 3ani3Hi hirypn BOIHIB y naTtax.

MpoTe AiB4MHLI 30BCIM He XOTinocs ix po3gmenaTucsa. Ha xonogHin kam’siHin nignosi BoHa
30aBanacs Ayxe MarneHbKow 1 3arybneHoto B LibOMy npocTopi. |, MabyTb, BnepLle BigvyBana
cebe Tak caMO: ManeHbKOK, CaMOTHBOL, Heaonyrot. BrnacHe, sikoto 1 Byna.

Mopyy 3i criyroto, sikuin BigUMHUB iM ABEpi, CToAB 6€340raHHO OAArHEHUN NITHIA XyoOpnsBUiA
YOnOBIK.

— Bu noBuWHHI BigBecTw AiBYMHKY 00 ii KIMHaTKU, — CKa3aB BiH XPUNKUM ronocoMm, 3BepTaro4mch 40
€KOHOMKW. — 3apas naH He xoue ii 6aunTn, 60 3aBTpa BpaHui ige ao JioHgoHa.

— [o6pe, naHe MiTyepe, — WBKMAKO Npokasana naHi Megnok. — Kaxitb, 40ro Bif MeHe Xo4yThb, i 9
4Yy[0BO BropakocA.



— Yce, 4oro Big Bac xo4vyTb, NaHi Meanok, — npockpunis naH lNityep, — ue, wob naHa He
TypOyBanu 6e3 HaranbHoi NoTpeby, i Wwob BiH He GaumB TOro, Yoro He HGaxxae GaunTu.

EkoHomKa waHobnmBo cxununa ronosy.

Mepi JIeHHOKC NoBenu LWWMPOKUMKN CXOA4aMU M JOBMMMU KOpUAOpaMu, NoTiM 3HOBY CXxodamu, Lo
BENW Bropy, BigTak Yepes iHWurM kopuaop i we Yepes oguH... HapewTi naHi Megnok sigumHuna
AKiCb ABepi, 1 AiBYMHKA nepecTynuna nopir KiMHaTK, e B KaMiHi ropis BOroHb, @ Ha CTosi cTodna
Beyeps.

— Hy, ocb MU 11 Ha Micui! — 3 nonerweHHAM ckasana naHi Megnok. — Lia kimHaTta, a Takox
CYCifiHA Npu3HaYeHi 4nsi Bac — i BY NOBUHHI OyTK TyT, a He BelTaTuCh AeiHae, — 6e3uepeMOoHHO
aogana BoHa. — NMpowy npo ue He 3abyeaTu!

Ocb y Takmi cnoci6 naHHa Mepi onnHunacsa B MisentesenTcbkoMy MaeTky. MabyThb, wie Hikonu 3a
BCE CBOE KOPOTKE XXUTTSA BOHA He BigyyBana cebe Takot CynepedsimBoro HaTypoto, SK y Lew
MOMEHT.

Posgin 4. Mapta

PaHo BpaHui Mepi po3byguna monogeHbKa Cry>KHULS, sika NpUALLIIA PO3BECTM BOTOHb B KaMiHi.
BoHa ctana 6ina HbOro Ha KoniHa 1 noyana 3 wymom Burpiéatn nonin. Mepi nexana n
OVBUNacs Ha Hei Kinbka cekyH, NOoTiM PO33MPHYacsa Ha KiMHarTy.

BoHa Buganacs in gyxxe OMBHOK N NoxMypor. O4eBnOHO, TAKOMY BPaXKEHHIO CAPUsiin
robenenu i3 306pakeHHsAM pi3HMX eni3oaiB NOMBaHHS, LLO ii npukpawanu. Ha tni nicosoro
nensaxy CTosNM N CUAINW XMMepPHOo BOpaHi gamu 1 4ornosiku, 6ins HUX — cobaku 1 KoHi, a
BOANWHI BUOHINNCA BEXi 3aMKY.

Ha xBunuHky Mepi 3ganocs, wo BoHa nepebyBae B fici pa3oM i3 HAMU, TOX BOHA LUBUOKO
nepeserna nornsg Ha Benuke BikHO, 3 SIKOro BigkpmBaBcs 6€3MEXHWIA PiBHUHHMIA NpocCTip 6e3
»KOOHOTO AepeBa, NnLLIE HU3LKOPOCTTi criaHki pocnuHu. Ak i B kebi, AiBYMHLI HA MUTb 34anocs,
Lo nobayeHe NOXoANTb Ha MOPCHKI XBUITI.

— Wo ue Take? — 3anuTana BoHa, MOKa3youun nanbLUem Yy BikHO.

MonogeHbka crnyXHuus, sika npeactasunacs MapToto, nigsenacsi Ha Horu, noaMBuNacs Ha
BiKHO i TEX BKasana Ha HbOro nanbLem.



— Ocb Tam? — 3anuTana BoHa.

— Tak.

— Lle none, — npuMBIiTHO ckasana BOHA, LUMPOKO yCMixatouncb. — BoHo Bam He nogobaeTbca?
— Hi, — Bignosina Mepi. — A Take HeHaBNOXYy.

— Le Tomy, 10 BM He 3BUKNU, — cKasana MapTa, 3HOBY Haxunaw4ymMcb 4o kamiHa. — Bu gymaerte,
Lo rnone 3aHaaTo Benuvke 1 rone? Ane LWBWAKO BaM BOHO criogobaeThbes.

— A T06i nogobaeTbcs? — 3anutana Mepi.

— 3BMyaniHoO, — Becerno Bignoeina Mapra, BUTMpaloun KamiHHy peLwiTky. — A nobnto none. BoHo
30BCiM He rone. HaeecHi Tam 4ygoBo. Konu LBiTe Bepec i ApuvK, TO BCogM NaxHe Meaom. A
CKinlbku Tam npocTopy 1 nosiTpsi! He6o 3qaeTbca Takum BUCOKMM-BUCOKUM! Bokonn asvxkyatsb,
YXaNBOPOHKM CMiBalOTb — Lien ramip Takun npnemuun. O, s1 6 Hi3allo He NokuHyna ue none!

Mepi cnyxana ii 3i cnaHTenuyeHnm Bnpasom obnuyys. TyGinbHi cnyri, 4o sikMX BOHa 3BUKa B
IHAii, 6ynun 30BCiM He Taki, 5k MapTta. 3aBxau CNOBHEHI YNeCnMBOCTi, BOHWU HE CMIiNN FOBOPUTY 3i
CBOiIMW NaHamK HapiBHi. HaTtomicTb kazanun «Canam», Ha3uBanu «NoKpoBuTeNaMmu BigHMUX» Ta
iHLLMMKW NOZIBHUMK iIMeHaMK. IHAINCBKOro Criyry He Npocunu 3pobuTtun Te Yu Te, oMy
HakasyBanu, TOX Hi Npo dki «byab nacka» i «4skyo» HaBiTb He nwnocs. ba Ginbwe, Mepi
3aBXau Aaeana nanaca ceoin Ai, Konu cepgunacs, Xxod Ta 6yna niTHbO XiHKOHO.

HiBunHka MMMOBONI Nogymana, a Yn HaBaxunacsa 6 BoHa Tak BY4MHUTK 3 MapToto 1 ginwna
BMCHOBKY, LLIO LI NPMBITHA AiBYMHA HaBpsig Ym gossonuna 6 Tak i3 coboto nosogutucs. VY ii
MaHepax 6yno wochk pilyye 1 cminuee. Mepi HaBiTb NpunycTuna, Wo BoHa, MabyTb, Biagnosina
0 Tex nsnacom.

— Tu aKacb gUBHA CNYXXHULUA, — 3BEPXHLO Npomosuna Mepi, Bu3nparoum 3 nogyLUokK.
MapTa, Tpymatoum B pykax LLiTKY, MPUCina HaBno4inku n WMpo poscmianacs.

— O, A ue 3Hato, — 6e3 Byab-AKMX 03HAK rHiBY ckasana BoHa. — Akbu TyT, B MizenteenTi, Oyna
CnpaBXHs NaHi, MeHe 6 HiKOnn He B3NN HaBiTb APYrok NOKOIBKOK. Xiba LWo nocygHuueto, ane y
BEPXHi KiMHaTK MeHi Byrno 6 3acb. A ayxe npocTta i pO3MOBIISIHO NO-NOPKLUNPCLKN. Ane B LbOMY
AvBHOMY ByAMHKY HemMae Hi naHa, Hi naHi, Tinbkn nax Mityep i naHi Meanok. MNaH KpeiBeH He
nobuTtb, Woo roro TypbyBanu, Konu BiH TyT, 4O TOro BiH Mamxe NOCTINHO y Big'i3gi. MaHi
Mepnok no 0OOpPOTi CBOIN Aana MeHi Le Micle, wonpaeaa, 3a3HaumnBLLM, WO HIKONK He 3pobuna
© uboro, 9k6u MizenTeenT OyB TakuMm, sIK iHWi 6araTti OyguHKu.



— A Tenep Tn BygeLl Moeto cnyxHuuUet? — 3anutana Mepi TUM camMyum 3apo3yMminiM TOHOM, 4O
AKOro BoHa 3Bukna B IHAii.

MapTa 3HOBY no4yana YNCTUTU PeLLiTKY.

— A cnyxy naHi Meanok, — pilwy4ye ckasasna BoHa, — a BOHa CnyXuTb naHosi Kpensery. TyT 5
npubupaTtnmy KiMHaTVK Ta TPOXM NpucnyxyBatu Bam. LLlonpaBaa, Bam 6arato nocnyr He
3HagobuTbes.

— A xTO MeHe ogsaratume? — nouikaesunaca Mepi.

MapTa, npuciBLLM HaBMoOYinkK, BTYNUnacy B Hei, a NOTiM Big 34MBYyBaHHA 3HOBY 3arosopuna
NOPKLLMPCBKOK rOBiPKOHO.

— Xiba BM He MOXeTe cami OAsrHyTUCA? — 3anvTana BoHa.
— o T1 ckasana? A He po3ymito Tebe, — posisnunacs Mepi.

— O, s 3abyna, — wemako npomosuna Mapta. — NaHi Meanok Benina MeHi CTeXxuTn 3a MOBOIO, a
TO BU He 3p0o3yMieTe, WO 9 Kaxy. To BU caMi HE MOXETE HagiTh CYKHI0?

— Hi, — mamxe 3 o0ypeHHsM Bignoeina Mepi. — A Hikonn B XnTTi Lboro He pobuna. MeHe
3aBxau ogsdrana moqa A4.

— Wo %, Toai AoBeaeTbcsa HaBYMTUCS, — cKasana MapTta, o4eBMOHO, HE NMigOo3pooYN, Lo
roBOpuTb 3yxBaro. — He Taka BXe Bu i ManeHbka — cami MoxeTe nogbatum npo cebe. Bam Gyge
Ay>Xe KOPUCHO gornagaty 3a coboto. Mosa matum kaxe, LWo He po3ymie, YoMy Barati cami pobnatb
CBOIX giTer 6e3noMiYHMMN: HAHBKW iX MUIOTb, OAAral0Tb i NyNSTU BUBOASITb, HAYE LYLIEHAT.

— B Ingji Bce iHakwe, — cTtosana Ha ceoemy Mepi. BoHa neab Tpumana cebe.

Ane Maprti 6yno 6angyxe.

— BoHo 1 BngHo, o iHakwe, — ckasana BoHa cnie4yTnueo. — [agato, ue Tomy, Wo Tam Mano
Ginunx niogen, ToMy BOHWU 1 Mornu koBepadysaTtu. Konu s noyvyna, Lo Bu igeTe ctoaun 3 IHaii, To
nogymana, Lo Bu Tex iHgyckal

| TYyT Mepi 3ipBanacsa — BoHa pBYYKO Cifa B NiXKKY 1 3anemMeHTyBana:

— Wo! Tn gymana, wo 4 ingycka? Tu... cBUHAYa gouka!

MapTa cnanaxHyna.



— Bu naeteca? — roctpo ckasana BoHa. — NaHHo4Ui He cnig Tak rosopuTu. | cepantmncs. S Hidoro
He Mato NPOTU IHAYCIB. Y KHWXKKaX MPO HUX MNULLYTb, WO BOHW BCi penirinHi n Taki cami nogn, Sk i
MK, Hawi 6paTu... NpocTo g Hikonu He Baumna TEMHOLLKIPOI NoAMHKU 1 Ayxe 3pagina, 60
nogymana, wwo nobadvy 6nmnabko xod ogHy. Konu s npuiwna cogm BpaHLi, wob posnanutu
KaMmiH, TO nigkpanacs 40 BaLOro nixkka n o6epexHo nigHana kosgpy. | TyT-to a1 nobavvna, —
Jofana BoHa po34apoBaHo, — L0 BM HITPOXM HEe YOPHILLi 3@ MeHe, Nonpu Te, WO Taka »osTa!

Mepi HaBiTb He Hamaranacs CTpuMaTy CBil MHIB | OCKaXXeHino 3asonana:

— Ak T nocmina gymatu, wo 4 ingycka! Tu Hivoro He 3Haew npo Tnx Ty6inbuis! BoHn He ntogw,
BOHU — CIyrn, siKi MOBUHHI knaHaTucs! Ty HiYoro He 3Haeww npo IHaio! Ty B3arani Hivoro He
3Haew!

BoHa pantom Biguyna cebe 3oBciMm 6e3nopagHoto nepeg HaiBHUM nornsgom MapTtu, nepes umm
iHLLIMM CBiTOM, Aie BCe Byno He Tak, SK Y KONMULLIHBbOMY XMWTTI. | Taka HeBMMOBHA Tyra Hakpuna ii
BCIO 1O OCTaHKYy, o Mepi kKnHynacsa obnuy4am y noayLkm i BubyxHyna puaaHHaMu.

[o6poaywHa MapTa HaBiTb 3nsikanacs, il ctano Wwkoha AiB4nHKy. BoHa niginwna oo niskka n
Haxununacsa go Mepi.

— He tpeba Tak nnakartu! — ctana BoHa npumupnueo. — Hy, 6yab nacka, He Tpeba. A He 3Hana,
LLIO BM Tak po3cepauTecsa! A cnpaegi 30BCiM HIiYOro He 3Hato, sik BU ckasanu. [Npowly BubaynTu,
naHHo. MNepecTaHbTe nnakartu!

Y ii ANBHI NOPKLIMPCBKI MOBI Ta CNOKINHNX MaHepax Byno CTinbk1 4o6po3nynmMBoCTi 1 Tenna,
wo Mepi nocTtynoBo 3acnokoinacs 1 3atnxna. MapTa 3 nonerweHHAM 3iTXHyNa i BXe Beceniwmm
TOHOM cKasana:

— A Tenep nopa Bam BcTaeatu. [1aHi Meanok kasana, o6 s npMHocuna cHigaHok, obig i
BeYepto B CYCiAHIO KiMHATY. TaMm BaM ynaiwutysanu gutady. A (KLLO 3apa3 BCTaHeTe, S A0NOMOXY
BaM ogarHyTuca. By He 3moxeTe caMOCTiNHO 3acTeOHYTU rya3nKn Ha CyKHi 33aay, —
NPUMUPANBO Aodarna BoHa.

Konu Mepi HapeLTi BupilLmna 3anuwmTm fibkko, To NOTSArHynacs B3saTu 3 rapaepoba cBoi peui.
Ane MapTa Bxe Tpumana B pykax 6iny BOBHSAHY CYKHIO 3 YEPBOHUM KaHTOM.

— Lle He min og4dr, Mosl oTa... YopHa, — nokasana Mepi Ha cykHio, y AKy Byna B6paHa B4opa. —
Ane... ua npuemHiwa. MeHi... nogobaertbcA.

— Tak, y L0 CyKHIO Bac Hakasanu Baartu, — signosina MapTta. — NaH KpereeH posnopsianscs
3amoBuTK ii B JToHAOHI. BiH ckas3aBs: «He Tpeba, wob OyamHkom xoguna guTnHa B HOPHOMY, Have
HenpukasaHa gywa. Takni NOXMYypuiA Oasir 3poduThb Le MicLe e CYMHILINM, HiXK BOHO €
Hacnpaegi. BoarHiTe ii y wock ceitnex. Mpo ue s posnosina martepi, i BOHa ckasana, wo aobpe



po3ymie rocnogaps. BoHa 3aBxan Ha BCbOMY 3HaeTbCs. | TeX He NMoBUTb YOPHUX CYKOHb.
— Akwo BiABEPTO, TO A HEHABUOXKY YOPHI pedi, — Bu3Hana Mepi.

Mpouec ogaraHHa TpuBaB He ogHY MUTbL. MapTa iHoai Bosrana cBoix ManeHbKUX CeCTPUYOK i
OpaTukiB, ane Hikonu He 6avmna, Wob AUTUHa CTosANa Tak HEPYXOMO i Yekana Komu 3a Hei Bce
3po0nsaTh.

— Yomy BM cami He B3yBaeTeCb? — 3anuTana BoHa, 06epexHo nigHimatoumn Hory Mepi.
— Mos Aqa B3yBana MeHe, — BignoBina AiB4nHKa, BTYNMBLUMUCH Ha MOKOIBKY. — TakMn 3BMyan.

Lien BucniB BOHa neperiHANa Big crnyr-inaycis. AKWOo iM HakadyBanu 3pobutu Te, Yoro BNPOAOBX
CTONITb HE pOBMNK iXHi NPeaKn, BOHW 3 narigHnuM nornagoMm Bignosiganu: «3Buyan He Takuny, —
UMM cnpasa 1 3akiHyyBanacs.

«3Buyan 6ys Takun», Wo Mepi HiYoro He pobuna cama, a TinbKK CTOANAa N JO3BONANA OAATHYTU
cebe, Hade nAnbKy. MpoTe HUHI B Hei 3’ABunocsa nepegyuyTT4, WO XUTTs B MisenTBenTi HaBUnUTb i
Gararto 4oro, a CaMOCTIlIHO BOSAraTK NaH4Y0XM1 Ta YePEeBUKN 1 NOroTIB.

Mo3a cymHiBoM, abu MapTa 6yna «CcnpaBXHbOK» MOKOiIBKOK, BOHA BMKa3syBarna 6 GinbLue
NOCNY>XNMBOCTI, a TakOX 3Hana 6, L0 in HaNeXnTb po34icyBaTh BONOCCH rOCNOAMHI, 3acTibaTty
YepeBUKM, KITacTU Ha MiCLle PO3KMAaHI HEKo pevi, SK Lie pobunu cnyxHuui B 6aratbox
aHmincbknx pognHax. OgHak BoHa Hige, kpim MisenTtBenTy, He cniyxkuna, i 6yna npocTtoro
CiNbCbKOO AiBYNHOLO, sika BMpocna B ByanHKy Ha Kpato nongd 3 uinum BuBogkom 6paris i cectep,
SIKUM | Ha OYMKY He cnagarno, Lo MOXHa 4Y0rocb He pobuTK camuM i He gornsgaTty 3a
MOSOALUNMW AiTbMMU, SKi LWE TiNbKN BYNUCA XOOAUTW.

Akbu Mepi JleHHOKC MoxxHa Byno nerko possecenutn, 6anakydicte MapTtun, MMOBIpHO, NoTilwWMna
© ii. MpoTe noku Wo AiB4MHKa 3 ganekoi IHgii Tinbkn HE3BOPYLLHO Cryxarna OnoBidK/N MOKOIBKM,
KPUTUYHO oLiHoouM ii MaHepu. Ockinbkun MapTy He HaaTo UikaBUnM NOTaeMHi LYMKN MarneHbKOi
nepi, BOHa 1 gani Bena MoBY NPO BCe Ha CBITi, a ii CBIT NepeoBCiM 30CepeaKyBaBCAa Ha BNacHin
pPOOUHI.

— EX, sik6u BM ix BCix Tinbkm nodaunnu! — rosopuna gie4nHa. — Hac saranom aBaHagusaTtepo, a
©aTbkO Mill OTpMMYE BCbOrO LWICTHAAUSTL WWAIHMB Ha TKAeHb. Baxko HarogyBaTh BCiX, CKaxy
s1 BaMm. [iTK Winuii geHb rpatoTbCsl B MOi, TOX MaTU Kaxe, L0 BOHW rMaaluatTb Big CTENOBOro
NOBITPS, a TaKoX Bid TOro, Wo, MabyTb, iaaTb TpaBy, AK Auki NoHi. Haw [likeH, nomy Bxe
OBaHaauUATb POKiB, NPUPYYNB MONOOY KOHAYKY-MOHI 1 Kaxe, WO BOHa Tenep Moro.

Mepi MmumoBoni novana npucrnyxaTncsa 4o CkasaHoro.

— A pe BiH B34B ii? — nouikaBunacs BoHa.



— 3HanwoB y noni pa3om 3 KOGMIOK-Mamoo, KoNn BoHa Byna e 30BciM ManeHbka. BiH cTas
npupyyatu ii, rogyBatu xnibom, CMUKaB 4ns Hei Monogy TpaBuuKy. | BOHA Tak 3BMKIa 4O HbOTO,
LLIO XOoOUTb Crigom i fo3Bonsie cigatn Ha cnuHy. [ikeH gyxe [odpui, i TBapmMHM NobnsaTe NOro.
Y Mepi Hikonu He Gyno gomaLllHiX TBapWuH, 3 AKMMKU BOHa Morfa 6 rpatucs, TOX HUHI i gyxe
3axoTinocs Matu Taky. Heabusikuin iHTepec BUKNUKaB Yy Hei 1 [ikeH, SKUA 3Mir npupy4mTi
TBapuHKy. MabyTb, Le cTanocs BnepLue, OCKiNbKM 4O LbOrO ii HIKONW HIXTO HE LiKaBMB, OKPIM
camoi cebe.

KimMHaTa, y skin Ansa Mepi BnawtyBanu agntsydy, Mamxe HiYMM He BiapisHanacs Big cnanbHi. Ha
CTiHaX BUCINN NOXMYpPi CTapPOBMHHI KAPTMHMW, HE CIPUSNM PagiCHOMY HacTpoto i MacuBHi gy6oBi
mebni.

Ha cToni, Wwo cTtosB nocepe KiMHaTH, BXxe ByB HakpuTui cHigaHok. Y Mepi 3aBxan 6yB ayxe
noraHu aneTuT, TOX BoHa Bangyxe rmaHyna Ha nepLuy cTpasy, Ky MapTta noctasuna nepeg
Helo.

— #1 He Xouy UbOro, — cka3arna BoHa.

— He xouerte kawi?! — HegoBipnneo BUrykHyrna Mapta.

— Hi.

— Ane BM He 3HaeTe, sika BoHa cmayHa! MNoknagite cobi Tpoxu natoku abo uykpy!

— £ He xouy, — nosTOpKna Mepi.

— Ocb UbOro A BXe He nepeHecy, — BUrykHyna Mapta. — Xiba MoxxHa JapeMHO ncyBaTu XopoLui
npoayktu! Akbu 3a UMM CTONoOM CUAINM Hawi 4iTW, BOHKW 6 3a M’ATb XBUNWUH yce 3'inu!

—Yomy? — xonogHo 3anutana Mepi.

—Yomy? — noBTopuna, K BignyHHs, MapTta. — Tomy, LLIO B HUX MaWKe HIiKOMn B XXUTTi He Byno
MOBHUX LUMYHKIB. BOHN 3aBXaum ronoaHi, sk guTnHyata actpyba abo nucuui.

— £ He 3Halo, WO 03Havae ByTn ronogHoto, — ckadana Mepi 3 GangyxicTio HeBirnaca.
MapTta 3 06ypeHHAM noamBunacs Ha Hei.
— o ¢, Bam 61 He 3aBagmno cnpobyBatu, A Le sicHo Gavy, — 6e3uepeMoHHO ckasana

CNYXHWUA. — S TepniTu He MOXY NoAen, SKi TiNbKM CUOATL | OMBNATLCA HA CMadHy iXy. Ak 6u
MeHi xoTinocs, wob Bce, Wo TyT Ha cToni, Oyno B wnyHkax y fikeHa, ®ina, [pkenH i BCiX iHWnx!



—Yomy X T He BigHeceL iM ycboro Lporo? — 3anutana Mepi.

— Lle He moe, ToMy B3ATK MNOro He MOXY, — pilyye Bignosina MapTta. — | cborogHi He Min
BUXiaHWA aeHb. MeHi fatoTb BignycTKy TifbKnM pas Ha Micsub, SK i BCIM iHWuM. Togi g nay
AogomMy i gonomararo Matepi B XaTi, LWob BoHa Tpoxu Bignouuna.

Mepi Bununa Tpoxm yato i 3'ina WwmMatovokK nigcMaxkeHoro xsniba 3 mapmenagom.

— A Tenep ogdArHiTbCA Tenniwe 1 nNigite Ha ByNnuLo norpaTtucs, — ckasana Mapta. — Bam ue
Oyae Ooyxe KOPUCHO Ta N aneTuT HarynseTe.

Mepi niginwna go BikHa. BoHa 6aunna cagn, OOPiXKKK A BENUKI AepeBa, ane Bce Le Marno
AKUNCb TBMAHUM 3UMOBUIA BUA.

— Hagiwo MeHi N1 Ha BYNuLIO B TakM A€Hb?
— AKWo He nigeTe, TO AOBEAETLCA 3anMWNTUCA B OYOUHKY, a WO BU TYT pobutumeTe?

Mepi po33upHynacsa goBKpY»K: pobuTtu Byno Hidoro. Konn naHi Megnok enawutoByBsana gurady,
BOHa He nogymana npo po3searn. MabyTb, kpalle 6yno 6 BUnTK 1 NoanBMTUCA Ha caau.

— XTO nige 3i MHOK? — 3anuTana BoHa.

OueBnaHO MapTy BXe He Tak CUITbHO 34MBYBaro Le 3anMTaHHs, 60 BOHa HE3BOPYLLHO
Bignosina:

— Hixto. Bam goBefeTtbcs HABYNTUCS rpaTUCa HA CaMOTI, SK rparoTbCs iHLWWI AiTH, Y 9KMX Hemae
cectep i 6paTie. Haw [ikeH iae B none oavH i Uinumm gHAMKU rpaeTbCs TaM. TOMY-TO BiH i
npupy41B rMoHi. B noni e BiBLji, SIKi NOro 3Hal0Tb, @ NTaxy NpUiTaloTb 40 HLOTO i iAATb Y HBOrO 3
pyK. X0d y Hac Maro ixi, ane BiH 3aBXau XxoBae LUMaTo4oK xniba Ansa cBoix ynobneHuis.

Xou Mepi UbOro  He ycBigomnoBana, came HaragyBaHHA nNpo [dikeHa 3aMycuno ii noroguTncs Ha
NPOrynsHKy. AKWo B cagax He Byro NoHi Ta oBeLpb, TO, MMOBIPHO, Bynn NTaxu, siki HE CXOXi Ha
nTaxiB B IHAji, 1 Ha HXX, MOXNNBO, BapTo Byno 6 nogmeuTmCcs.

MapTa npuHecna i nansTo, KanemnwLwok, Tenni YepeBukx 1 Bueena 3 OyauHKy.

— AKWwo BM NporaeTe OH No Ti AopiXLUi, TO BUAAETE OO cafy, — BKasana BOHa Ha HEBENuKY
XBIipTKY. — BRiTKy Tam cuna-cuneHHa KBiTiB, ane Tenep HiYoro He UBiTe, — i 3 XBUINUHY

noearaBLUKCb, fogana: — OauH i3 cagiB 3aMKHEHUIN. Tam yxxe OecaTb PokiB HiIXTO He OyBas.

— Yomy? — mumosoni BupBanock y Mepi. Lle x Tpeba! Kpim coTHi 3aMKkHeHNX aBepen y ByanHKy



joganacs e ogHa 3aMkKHeHa xBipTka!

— MaH KpeiBeH BeniB 3aMKHYTU MOro, KON MOro Apy>XMHa Tak panTtoBo nomMepra. BiH HikoMy He
nossonsie 3axoauth Tyau. Lle 6ys ii cag. BiH 3amkHYB XBipTKy, a kritod 3akonas... Ox, naHi
Mennok A3BOHUTL — MeHi Tpeba Girtu.

MapTta xyTKo 3a4nHuna 3a coboto BXiaHi ABepi, a Mepi pyLumnna QopixKKoo, sika Marna npuBecTy ii
00 XBipTKM.

[iB4ymMHKa MMMOBOMi PO3MipKOBYBasa npo cag, y KoMy HIXTO He ByBaB yxxe OeCHATb POKiB,
Hamaranacs yaBuTU, SK1in BUrMS4 BiH Mae, Ta Yu e e B HbOMY XMBi pOoCnvHW. 3ailloBLIN 3a
XBIpPTKY, Ha Ky in Bkazana MapTa, ogpasy 3po3yMina, Lo onuHunacs y BenukomMmy cagy 3
LUMPOKNMW ransiBUHaMu 1 3BUBMCTMMU AOpiXKKkamu, 3 060x 6okiB obcagxeHnmun kywamm. Tam
Oynu pi3Hi gepesa, ane B OCHOBHOMY XBOWHI, SKUM Hagann XMMepHux bopm, Krnymou, Bennkui
CTaBOK 3i CTapum cipuM poHTaHOM nocepeanHi. Knymbu 6ynu oroneHi, a oHTaH He npaLoBas.
Mo3a cymHiBOM, Lie He ByB 3amMKHeHU caf. Ta 1 3aranom, gk Koro MoXxHa 3aMmkHyTn? Cagm x
iCHYIOTb, W06 rynatun Tam.

Cawme npo ue nogymana Mepi, konu nobadmna B KiHUi AOPiXKKM LOBry CTiHY, BKPUTY MIOLEM.
Ockinbkn giB4mHKa Hikonu He ©yna B AHrMii, TO He 3goragyBarnacs, LWo B MaeTKax Takox
BMPOLLYIOTb (OPYKTM 1 OBOMI AN KyXHi, 1 came A0 Takoro Micus BoHa Habnmkaetbcs. €anHe,
Lo An1a Hei 6yno o4eBMOHMM — NP0 3aMKHEHWI caf, 3HOBY He Mwnocs, 60 xBipTka B CTiHi Oyna
NPOYNHEHA.

3anwoBLn BcepeanHy, BoHa nobaymna, Lo Ha OropOKEHin TepuTopii cagis BnacHe 6yno
Kinbka. Bci BoHM cnony4danucs mick coboto Yepes xBipTkn. Kpisb Hanbnuxuy go cebe Mepi
nobayvna Kywi Ta rpsaku 3 nisHimm oovamu. PpykToBi AepeBa pocnu 6ina camoi CTiHK, a Aesii
3 rpagokK Oynu NpuKpuTi ckNaHMMKn pamamin. Mepi noctosna, po33npHynaca JOBKPYX i
BMpIiLIMNA, WO TYT HEMa Ha YoMy 3YMUHUTK OKO, Take Bce Byno rone n HenpueiTHe. BriTky,
MOXMBO, caf OyB KpacusillnMM, konuv Bctogm Oyno 3eneHo, ane HWHi B HbOMY ii HiYOro He
npveabntosano.

Uepes Kinbka XBUIMKWH 3 XBIpTKK, LLO BeMna B iHLWWIN cCadoK, BUMLLOB CTapuraHb i3 3aCTynom Ha
nnedvi. MobaunsLum Mepi, BiH Bpa3 CNOXMYpPHIB, a K0oro obnuyysi BUTArHYNOCS Bif 34MBYBaHHS.
OpaHak BiH HiYOro He ckasas, NnuLle 3nerka nigHaB Kanenoxa Ans NPUBiTaHHA, Xo4 oMy

BOYEBMIb LA 3yCTpid Oyna HenpueMHoto. [iB4MHLi YONoBiK HaB3aem He cnogobaBcs, ToX 3a
3BNYKOI HabyBLUM 3BEPXHBLOrO BUMMSAY, BOHA, HE NPUBITaBLUMCDL, 3anuTana:

— Wo tyT?
— OavH 3 ropogis, 3Bigky 36MpatoTb OBOYI 4NN KyXHi, — BIANOBIB CTapuii.

— A TamM? — BOHa BKa3ana Ha pO34MHEHY 3ereHy XBipTKY.



— le oauH, — KOpOTKO ckasas BiH. — A No Tow BiK CTiHW e OAMH, a 3@ HMM LLe ropog.
— MoxHa meHi Tyam nitn? — 3anutana Mepi.
— Akwo xouyell... Tinbku OMBUTUCA TaM HEMAe YOoro.

Mepi Hivoro He Bignosina. BoHa nonpamMysasa AOPiKKOK 1 NponLunia Yepes Apyry 3eneHy
XBipTKy. Tam BOHa 3HOBY nobayunna CTiHW, 3HOBY Mi3Hi OBOYi Ta CKMsHI pamu, ane B APYriN CTiHi
Oyna we ogHa 3eneHa xBipTka — 3a4umHeHa. Omxe, morno 6yTu, Wo came BoHa Bena B ToW cag,
SIKOTO HIXTO He BaumB yxxe AecATb POKiB.

Ockinbkn 3a3sunyan Mepi pobuna Bce, LWo 3amaHeTbes, a 60a3nmBicTb Byna in HenpuTamaHHOH,
TO AiBYMHKA LLUBUAKO ONUHUIAcs 6ins 3eneHoi XBipTkX 1 B3anacs 3a KIsiMKy. Ti OYiKyBaHH4, LLO
3a HeK CXOBaHUM TaeMHUYUA caf, He cnpasaunucs. Pydka HaBiTb He punHyna, i Mepi 3HoBY
onvHunacsa y opyktoBomy cagy, obHeceHomy mypom. LLlonpasaa, e ogHiei 3eneHoi XBipTku
BOHa B HbOMY He nobayuna.

BaaBLumMch 3a ii Nowykn, AiB4nHKa ginwina 4o iHWoro KiHua cagy v nomitvna, Wo CTiHa Tam He
3akiHYyBanacs, a Tarnacsa gani. 3a Helo BUOHINNCSA BEPXIB'S 4epeB, a HA HANBWLLIR rifLi ogHOro
3 HUX Mepi noba4mna nTaLuky i3 sCKkpaBO-4€PBOHOK rPyAKOLD. HecnoaiBaHo BOHa 3acniBana,
HEeMOBOW 3BEPTAYNCH A0 Hei.

Mepi saynuHunaca, npucnyxaroumcb. Homycb BeCenuim, HiXXHUM CBUCT He ApaTysaB. HaBnaku —
BMKITMKAB NPUEMHI BigyyTTA. Y CBIT, WO ii OTOMyBaB — BENNYE3HUI NOXMYPUIA BYOUHOK,
©eskpaniHe rorne nose i Taki cami roni cagm panToM yBipBanacs Becena YepBoHorpyga nrawmHa i
CBOIM pafiCHMM CniBOM CNPOMOrnacs BUKNMKATU Ha ii 3aBLUe HEBOOBOMEHOMY O0nmMYYi LWoCh
CXOX€e Ha YCMILLKY.

[iB4nHKa, MOB 3a4apoBaHa, criyxana nTaLlky, A0K1 Ta He noneTina. Yvn Baactbes ii we
nobauunTu, Wob Kpatle po3ameutucs? Amke B IHAii Taki Mepi He Tpannanucs. A, Moxe, BOHa
XUBE Tae€MHOMY cafy M yce npo HbOro 3Hae?!

[ymKn npo 3anyLieHnii cag He BigcTynanu Hi Ha xBununy. Yomy naH Apunbansg KpernseH
3aKonas KMo4? AKLWO BiH Tak NtobrB CBOKO APYXMHY, TO YOMY HEHaBUAUTb ii caa? Ta 1 3aranom
4 JOBEAETHLCS i XO4 KONMKM nobaymTn CBOro gsabka? Xod Hanepeq 3Hana: HaBiTb SKLO Le
CTaHeTbCH, TO BiH HaBpsAa 4M cnogobaeTbes in, | ue Byae B3aeMHO. A OTXe, XKOAHOro 3anuTaHHS
LLIOAO TaeMHOro cagy He 6yae nocTaBneHo, 1 XXOAHOI BiAMOBIAiI HE NOYYTO.

«51 Hikonu He nogobatoca nogsam, i noam He NogobarTbCA MEHI, — MPONyHAano Y ii ronoBsi K
BUPOK. — £ Hikonu He BMiNa cninkyeatuca, gk aitn Kposdopaa. BoHn 3aBxan Beceno
pPO3MOBNANMN, CMIANIMCA W ranacyBanny.



BoHa 3ragana yepBoHOrpyay nrawuky, ii cnis, AepeBo, Ha SKoMy Ta cufina, i 3ynuHunacs, MoB
BKoMnaHa.

— lNapato, Le aepeBo pocTe B TaeMHOMY cady. Hi, a4 BneBHeHa B LibOMY, — MPOMOBUIA pillyye. —
Tam Oyna cTiHa, ane He 6yno XBipTKW.

Mepi noBepHynacs B nepLunin (ppyKToBUIN caj i 3HauLna Tam cTaporo, KU nepekonysas
rpsagku. BoHa synvHMnaca m Kinbka XBUWH XONOAHO ANBUNACcA Ha HbOTO.

BiH He 3BepTaB Ha Hei yBaru, TOX BOHa, HapeLUTi, 3aroBopusa nepLuoto:
— #A 6yna B iHWIKMX cagax.

— Tobi Hiwo He 3aBaguno, — OypkHyB BiH Y BignoBigb.

— A 3anwna y gpykToBuin cag.

— Tam 6ins xBipTkn cobak Hemae.

— Ane Tam Hemae XBipTKM B iHLWMI CafloK, — ckasana Mepi.

— Y sKkun cagok? — 3anuTaB BiH rpy0o 11 Ha CEKyHAOY nepecTaB KonaTtu.

— Mo Ton Bik mypy, — Bignosina Mepi. — Tam e gepeBa — 9 6aunna ixHi Bepxisku. Ha ogHomy 3
HUX cuiina nTallka 3 YepBOHOK rPyaKol 1 criBana.

Ha ii npeBenvkuin nogme BMpas NOXMyporo o6BiTpeHoro 0bnmyys ctapuraHs HEMMOBIPHO
3MiHMBCA. 1o HbOMY NOBINBHO PO3noB3nacd ycmilika, n Mepi pantTom nogymarnocs, Wwo nwoguHa
HabaraTo KpacuBilla, Konu ycmixaetbcs. PaHilie Take Hikonu He cnagano in Ha ragky.

CagiBHuk pantom 06epHyBcs B Gik hpyKTOBOro cagy v novaB CBUCTITU — TUXO N HXKHO.
CnaHtennyeHa Mepi He Morna BTAMUTK, SIK Lii TOXMYPIN NI0AMHI NiggaBanucs Taki necTnumei
3BYKW. Ta B HACTYMHY XBUSIMHY CTanocs e HEMMOBIPHILLE: BOHA noYyna M’ kUi LWenecT Kpun y
NoBITPi — Lie NeTiNna go HUX Ta cama NTallka 3 YepBOHOK rpyakoto. BoHa cina Ha Benukuin Gpuni
3eMni, Henoaanik Bifg Yorno.ika.

— Ocb BOHa, — nNackaBo NPOMOBUB CafiBHUK i CTaB rOBOPUTM 3 MTALLKO, Haye 3 AUTUHOW: — Tu
ae 6yna, maneHbka xebpauko? A Tebe Tinbku cborogHi nodauyms!

MTawka Haxmunmna ronieky Habik i AnBMNacsa NPAMO Ha HbOro CBOIMU BINCKYYMMU OUYEHATAMU,
CXOXMMM Ha Kpanenbku YopHoi pocu. BoHa, 3gaBanocs, HiTpoxu He 6oanaca cafiBHuKa,
cTpmbana v weugko gosbana A3b000M, BigLyKyun HaCiHHS 11 koMmax. Y cepui Mepi
BOPYXHYNOCH siKeCb ANBHe NoyyTTH, 60 NTawwka 6yna Becena n Kpacuea, i 3a BAa4eto



Haragysana nioguHy. B Hei 6yno maneHbke TOBCTE TiNbLe, TOHEHbKMIA A3b006 i CTPYHKI HDKKN.

— BoHa 3aBxgu npunitae, Konm BU ii KNn4eTe? — Malxe NoLENKM 3anutana AgiB4mMHka.

— Tak, manxe 3aBxau. A 3Hato ii BiaToai, sk BoHa byna maneHbknm ntaweHsaM i Bunerina 3
rHi3ga B iHWOMY cagy, a nepeneTina yepes3 Myp BXe He 3morna, 6o Gyna ayxe cnabka. B ui
Kinbka AHIB M1 i nogpyxunucs. Konv BoHa 3HOBY nonetina Ha Tou Gik CTiHW, BCi iHLWI NTaxu BXe
NOKWHYNW rHi3go. BoHa 3anuwmnacs 30BciM 0gHa 1 NoBepHynaca 40 MeHe.

— Wo ue 3a ntawka? — sanutana Mepi.

— A T He 3HaewWw? Lle BinbllaHKa, Nackaea, UikaBa nTawika. BoHn maike Tak caMo BiggaHi, siK i
cobayku, SKLLO TiNbKU BMITU 3 HUMK 06XoanTuca. [MsaHb, Sk BOHA TYT pUETLCA 1 nornaaae Ha

Hac! BoHa 3Hae, Wwo Mn nNpo Hei rosopmmo!

Ctapwuin 3 ntobOB’10 Ta ropaicTio NOANBMBCS Ha YEPBOHOIPYAKY, Hade ue byB noro
HamsigaaHiwmn apyr. Mepi 3 UikaBiCTIO cnocTepirana i 3a NTawkoto, i 3a cafiBHUKOM.

— | uikaBa  BOHa, — CMil0uUCh, BiB BiH Aani, — 3aBXau npunitae nogmMeBuTUCS, WO 9 cagxy. Bee
TYT 3Hae, 6inbLe Hixx naH KperiBeH. Ton HiuMM He uikaBuTbCs. Lie BOHa TyT ronoBHMIA CafiBHUK.

Mrawka Tak camo cTpmbana, CTapaHHO KtoK4M LWOCK | pa3 y pas nornagana Ha Hux obox. Mepi
3aBarnocs, Lo BOHa AMBUMIACA Ha Hei 3 BEMNUKOIO LikaBicTIo, HIOM XOTina nosHanoMmTucs
onmkye. Y cepui Mepi BOpyxHynocs sikeCb AUBHE MOYYTTS.

— A Kyau noneTinu iHwWi nTaweHara? — 3anuTana AiB4nHKa.

— HeBigomo. baTbky BULLTOBXYIOTb iX 3 MHi3ga, Wob HaBYMTU fiTaTh, TOX YCi BOHW OYXKe LLUBUAKO
po3niTalTbCA B Pi3Hi 60KN. A st oCcb Byna po3yMHULEI: BOHA 3p03yMina, L0 CaMOTHS.

Mepi nigiwna énmkye 00 NTaLLKM A NUIbHO NOAUBUNACS Ha Hei.
— A Texx caMOTHS, — NPOMOBMIa BOHa.

Mepi paHiwe He ycBigomnoBana, LWo caMme Le pobuno ii Takok KMCrow 1 HepBoBoto. BoHa,
34aBanocd, 3po3yMina ue TinbKM To4i, Konn nogmeunacs Ha nTallky, a nTawka — Ha Hei.

CTtapwuin cagiBHMK NOBOPYLUMB Kanenxa Ha CBOiM roMoBi 1 XBUNUHY YBaXXHO AnBMBCS Ha Mepi.
— Lle Tm — giBuunHka 3 IHGji?

Mepi KnBHyna ronosoto.



— He amBHO, WO TV CaMOTHS.

| 3HOBY No4aB KonaTw, BCaZXXyt4mn 3acTyn rmmboKo B XXMPHY YOPHY 3eMIto, a NTallka Bce
cTpmbana HaBKOMO HbOTO 3i CTypboBaHMM BUMMSIAOM.

— Ak Bac 3Batn? — 3anutana Mepi.
BiH BunpocTascs, wob Bignosictu in.

— beH BesepcTtady, — npomMoBMB CTUXa, a NOTIM Jo4aB HEBECENO YCMiXHYBLUUCE: — A Tex
CaMOTHiIKN, Konu ii Hemae 3i MHO! — i TULIbHYB NanbueM y HanpsaMKy nTawkn. — BoHa — min
eaVHNIA Opyr.

— A B MeHe 30BCiM HEMae gpy3iB, — panToM BigBepTo ckasana Mepi, — i Hikonn He Byno. Mos As
He noduna MeHe, i 1 HIKonn Hi 3 KUM He rpanacsi.

Moawn 3 Mopkwinpy 3a3suyait BigBepTo BUCMOBIIOIOTL CBOI AYMKM, @ cTapuii beH ByB cnipasXHim
XuTenem Mopkwupy.

— Mwn 3 ToGot0 AyXe cxoxi, — ckaszaB BiH. — Hade BUTKaHi 3 ogHux i TMx cammx HuTok. Obugeoe
HenpuBabnuei N Tak caMo BcepeanHi noxmypi. B’'tocst 06 3aknag, wo B Hac 060x HeCTepnHUn
Xapakrep.

Lle 6yno ckaszaHo gocuTb NpsAMO 1 pi3ko, a Mepi JIeHHOKC Hikonu B XXWUTTi HE Yyna npaBam npo
cebe. Cnyru B IHAji 3aBXAM NOKIPHO cnpuimanu Bce, Wwo 6 3 HUMK He pobunu. Ceoeto
30BHILLHICTIO BOHA B3ararsii Hikonu He nepermManacs, ane Tenep nogymana: HeBxe BOHa Tak
camo HenpuBabnuea 1 HacynneHa, akMm BuaaBscs in beH nepen nosiBoto nTawkn? Mepi ctano
MOTOPOLLHO.

Mo6nunay Big Hei panToM NporyHana sicHa, YicTa Tpenb, | BOHa Wweunako obepHynaca. lMNrawka
cina Ha rinky monogoi A6nyHi n nodana cnisatn. beH poscmisiscs.

— Yomy BoHa 3acniBana? — 3anutana Mepi.

— BoHa Bupiwmna nogpyxuntuca 3 Toboto, — BianoBsiB cafiBHuK. — Tu in, BUAHO, Npunana ao
Brnogoo6u!

— A?! — BurykHyna Mepi n 3pobuna kpok 6nmkde o a6myHi, ANBASYNCE BrOpy. — XoyeLl
NOAPYXUTUCS 3i MHOKO? — CnuTana BoHa nTaxy, Hibu rosopuna 3 noanHo. — Xoyeww?

BoHa ckasana ue He CBOiM 3BU4YanHUM MaHipHUM TOHOM i HE HaKa30BUM «iHOINCBKUMY», a HiXKHO
M narigHo, Wwo ctapuin beH Tak camo 3aMBYBaBCH, K | BOHA caMa, Konu BnepLue nodvyna, gk BiH
CBUCTIB.



— Ak ™1 ue gobpe ckasana, — BUIykHyB BiH. — Hibu TK 11 cnpaegi AguTuHa, a He MaHipHa cTtapal
Tu roBopuna mamxe Tak camo, sk [likeH roBopuTb 3i CBOIMM yrntobrneHusamMm B noni.

— A Bu 3Haete [ikeHa? — 3anuTtana Mepi, wenako o6epHyBLUMCb OO HBOTO.

— Woro Bci 3HatoTh. [likeH XoauTb Bctoaun. HagiTe siroam i1 KeiTK oro 3HatoTb. [aaato, Wwo nomy
nMcuui NoKasyoTb, Ae iXHi 4iTW, a XKanBOPOHKW Bif, HBOMO He XOBatoThb rHi3A,.

Mepi gy>xe X0oTinocs NnocTaBUTU LE KiNbKa NUTaHb. Y Hei cnanaxHyna Taka cama uikasicTb 40
[ikeHa, sk i 4O 3aKUMHYTOro cagy. Ane B U0 XBUIWHY BifblUaHKa nepectana cnisatu, noxutana

KpunbLUsiMK, po3npasuna ix i nonerina.

— BoHa nepenertina Ha Tou 6ik cTiHn! — BurykHyna Mepi, ctexxaun 3a ntawkoto. — Nonetina y
PPYKTOBUIA Caf... | TeNep BOHA BXe 3a APYroto CTIHOM... B TOMY cajy, Ae HeMae XBipTKu!

— BoHa Tam xuBe, — ckasaB cTapuit beH. — Tam i Bunynunacs 3 a1us Aecb Mixk TPOSHA0OBUMUA
KyLLamMu.

— A Tam e TposHOOBI KyLWi? — 3anuTana Mepi.

beH 3HOBY B35BCS 3a 3acTyn i no4yas KonaTtu.

— Bynu... gecatb pokiB TOMy, — NpoGYPMOTIB BiH.

— A 6 xotina ix nobaunTtu, — ckasana Mepi. — [Je 3eneHa xBipTka? Agxke NoBMHHA OyTu xBipTKal

BeH cyHyB 3acTyn rmmboko B 3eMIILO, | BUMMSIA Y HBOMO CTaB Taknii CaMo HEAPYKHIN, SIK | B nepLuy
XBUNWHY, Konu Mepi nobaunna noro.

— Byna... pecatb pokiB TOMy, a Tenep ii Hemae, — cka3aB BiH.

— Hemae xBipTku! — BurykHyna Mepi. — BoHa noBuHHa 6yTu!

— Hewmae ii, i HIXTO ii HE MOXe 3HaWnTW, i HIKOro Le He cTocyeTbes. A T1 He Byab HabpuanMBOLO |
He nxan cBoro Hoca, kyau He cnig! Hy... meHi Tenep Tpeba npautosatn. |gn cobi rpatucs. B

MeHe Ginblue Hemae 4acy!

BiH nepectaB KoOnatu, KNHYB 3acCTyn Ha nre4ve 1 nocniwune retb, HaBiTb He nonpoLwiaBLINCB.



Posgin 5. MNnay y kopugopi

HactynHoro gHsa gouw, e 6e3nepecTaHky, Tox konv Mepi BusnpHyna 3i CBOro BikHa, rnore,
30aBanocs, Cyuinb HaKpuno xmapamu. CeHcy BUXoauTu Ha BynuLto He Byro.

BnacHe, Ha nepwwmx nopax gnst Mepi JIEHHOKC KOXXHUI HOBUI AeHb BYB CXOXUM Ha BYOPALLHIN.
LLlopaHKy, NpOKMHYBLUMCE, BOHA 6auuna ogHy n Ty camy KapTUHKY: B TEMHIN KiMHaTi, 3aBiLlaHin
robeneHamn, MapTa CcTOiTb Ha KoniHax 6insa kamiHa, Wwob po3BecTn BOroHb. [10TiM CHigaHoOK y
«QuTAdiny, ge in Hidunm 6yno possaxuTtucs. MNoiswmn, Mepi nigxoguna ao BikHa i 4OBro
AVBUNAcs Ha LUMPOKe NyCcTuLle, AKoOMYy, 34aBanocs, He Byno KiHusa n kpato. lMicna uporo BoHa
Aoxoguna BUCHOBKY, WO B Byab-aKkoMy pasi NoTpibHO BuxoguTun 3 ByamHky, 60 TyT i 3ariHATUCS
HiYMMm.

Togai Mepi we He yceigomnioBana, Wwo ue 0yB. ii Harkpalwmn Bnbip. BoHa HeHaBuaina xonogHun
BiTPIOraH, KM LIaneHiB TyT O i nopi, X0ypnsawoum i B 00rmMyYst Komntodi NilyHKNY, 0gHaK came
BiH 3MyLlyBaB ii NOCTIHO pyxaTtucd. [liBunHKa Wenako xoguna abo birana cagosumm
AOpiKKamu, Wob 3irpitucd, TMM cammm po3bypxytoun CBOKH 3aCTOSIHY KPOB — i cTaBarna
cvnbHiwoto. bypxnvee anxaHHs rpyboro CBiXKOro NOBITPS, L0 NaHyBano Hazg BEPECOBMM MOMEM,
HaMOBHIOBAIIO ii MereHi cunoto, a Xxygopsnsiee Tifo — MilHicTio. Ha wokax y Mepi 3’aBnBcs
pyM’siHeUp, ii TBMsIHI Odi HIGW NposicHUNKCS.

Trm Yacom npo L0 BENUKY KOPUCTb AN CBOro 300poB’a AiBYMHKA HaBiTb He 3oragysarnacs.
[onokn ogHoro paHky Mepi NpokMHynacs 3 HOBUM Big4yTTsIM: BOHa Oyna ayxe ronogHa. Tox,
CiBLUM CHigaTW, BXe He BiLUTOBXHYNa Tapinky 3 NpesvprvBuM BUIMSA0M, a BMina Bce, LWO B Hi
oyno.

— By npekpacHo Bnopanucs 3i cHigaHkoMm, — ckasana MaprTa.

— CborogHi ctpasa Oyna gy»xe CMa4HOo, — HE MPUXOBYHOUN CBOMO 3AMBYBAHHS Bif BNAcHOro
BYMHKY, nodcHuna Mepi.

— Lle noBiTps 3 BepecoBoro nons gae Bam aneTut, — 3anesHuna ii Mapta. — Bu wacnmeuus: y
Bac 40 aneTtuTy e We 1 iXka. A Hac y xaTi — ABaHaAUATEPO, B YCiX € LWIYHKN, a NOKMacTu B HUX
4yacTo Hivoro. [panTecsa HaaBopiI WOAHA 1 He ByaeTe Takok XKOBTOH.

— A He rpatocs, — ckasana Mepi. — He mato unm.

— Hiunm rpatuca! — BurykHyna Maprta. — Hawwi gitv rpatotTbca npyTvkamu, KamiHdmkamu, biratoTb,
KpuyaTb, po3auBnSOTLCS AOBKPYX.

Mepi He HaBaxunaca KpuyaTtu, ane B3snacsa yBaxHille 40 BCbOro Nnpuamensatmucs. binbue in
HiYoro 6yno pobutn. BoHa xoguna HaBkono cagis, 6poavna gopixkkamu napky. IHogi wykana



cTaporo beHa 1 kinbka pasis 6aymna noro 3a pobototo, NnpoTe BiH OyB abo HaATO 3aKNOMNOTaHWUN,
ab0 YMMOCh HE3a4OBOMEHUN, | XKOAHOIO pasy He IMSAHYB Ha Hei. A HedaBHoO, e 3aarneky
no6aymBLLM ii, NiAHAB CBIN 3aCTyn i NONPAMYBaB reThb.

Lle ctanocs Henoaanik ii yntobneHoi JOpiKKK ANa NPOrynsaHoK, NPOKNaaeHoi mamxe BNpuTyn 4o
3anneTeHoi ryCTum NrLweM cTiHu. B ogHOMy Micli KyyepsiBe TeMHO-3erneHe nucTs Byno
0co0bnumBo rycTnm, Hade oro AOBrMIN Yac HiXTo He nNpopigKyeas. Mepi 3BepHyna Ha ue ysary
Yyepes Kinbka gHIiB nicna 3ycTpidi 3 beHoM i 3ynnHunacs, po3mipkoByoYym, YHOMY Lie Tak.

BoHa cToana i guemnacs Ha rifky nnLla, sika romganacs Bifg BiTpy, ax pantomMm nepes Heto
BUIYNbKHYIO LLIOCb YePBOHE, a NOTiM MOYynocs ryvyHe uBipiHbKaHHA. Ha cTiHi cugina nTawka
ctaporo beHa n guBunacsa BHM3, BUTATHYBLUM LUWIO A HAXUINUBLUM roNiBky Habik.

— O! Lle T1! — BurykHyna Mepi. I aHiTpoxu He 30anocs AMBHUM, LLIO BOHA 3aroBopuna 3
NTaLKO, HibM Ta Morna 3po3ymitu ii abo BignoBICTK.

3po3ymino, BinblaHka He Bignoeina. 3ate webetana, cniBana n ctpubana B3OOBX CTiHW, HiOK
€MOLLINHO >XXeCTUKyntor4n poanosigana Mepi npo Bce Ha cBiTi. [liB4nHUi 3aanocs, Wwo BoHa
3po3yMina nTawmnHy MOBY 1 nepeknana ansa cebe tak:

— [o6pwui paHok! Bitep npuemHuin, aBxex? A xida coHue He npuemHe? MNpaBaa? Bece npunemHe!
Cnpobyn webetatn, cnisatn n 6iratn. Cnpodyn! Cnpobyn!

Mepi 3acmisinacs, n Konu BinbLiaHKa NycTunacs neTiTv B3GOBX CTiHW, Tex nobirna 3a Heto.
bioHa maneHbka Mepi — xyaa, KoBTa, BOHA B L0 XBUSTMHY 3[1aBarnacya Mamxe KpacuBolo.

— A nobnto Tebe! — KpuKHyNa BoHa, NepenoBHEHa NOYYTTAMM, | HABiTb CnpobyBana CBUCHYTH,

4Oro 30BCiM He BMina pobutu. Ane nTawka 3gaBsanacs LifkoM 3a40BOSIEHO0: BOHA TEX cTana

CBMCTaTKM Yy BigNoBiab i, HapeLTi, po3npaBMBLUKX Kpyna, 3neTina Ha BepxiBky AepeBa, cina Tam i
roriocHo 3acnisana.

Lle Haragano Mepi Tol geHb, Konu BoHa BnepLle nobayuna ii. Togi BinbllaHka rorganacs Ha
BepxiB'i oepeBa, a Mepi ctosina nocepen pyktoBoro cagy. Tenep BoHa Byna 3 iHworo 60Ky
OpYyKTOBOrO cafy 1 CTosina Ha cTexui 6ina CcTiHK, 3a AKOK BMAHINOCA Te came LEPEBO.

— Lle Toi cag, y sikunm He MOXHa yBiNTK, — cKadana BoHa cama cobi. — Lle cag 6e3 xBipTku, i Tam
XUBe nrTawka. Ak 01 MeHi XOTinocst NOAUBUTUCS, LLO Tam NpUxoBaHo!

BoHa 3HOBY npowLunacsa B3gOBX CTiHW, peTerbHO orngaatuu i, i BKoTpe nepekoHanacs, Lo
XXOOHOrO OTBOPY B Hill He Byno.

MoTiMm noBepHynacsa 4O XBipTKKU, Yepes Ky 3axofuna nepLuoro paHKy, pyLwumna gani CTEeXKOH,
sika BMBena ii 4o HacTynHoi. 3a Heto ByB caa, | KONy BoHa cTosNa v AnBMNacs Bropy, To



nobayvna Tam, i3 gpyroro 60Ky CTiHW, AepeBo. BinblaHka, sika WOoNHO 3akiHdiuna cnieaTu,
noyana BmynLLaTK A3b000OM Mip’s.

— Lle Ton cag, — BkoTpe nosTtopuia Mepi cama cobi. — A BneBHeHa, LLO Lie BiH.

BoHa 3HOBY BCe NWNbHO OrMsiHyna, BTiM, pe3ynbraTt OyB Takuin caMni, SK 'y NpuKasLi: CKifbku He
KaXkv LlyKop, COnoAko B poTi He Byae. XBipTka He 3'sBunacs. Bkotpe Mepi no6Girna 4epes cagu,
Ae pocnu OBOMI ANS KyXHi, MOB3 AOBry BKPUTY MAOLWEM CTiHY, KyAu Npuxoanna Ha NporynsaHky.
Mponwnaca CTeXKOo Bid KiHUS A0 KiHUS, ane MapHo.

— Lle oyxe anBHO, — 3HOBY NpOMOBUIIa BOHA A0 cebe. — beH ckasaB, Lo XBipTKM HEMae, i ii
cnpaegi Hemae. Ane gecaTb pokiB TOMy XBipTka Oyna, 60 naH KpenBeH ii 3a4MHMB Ha KITou,
AKUI 3aKonas.

Lia «xBipToyHa» icTopia AaBana in CTifbK1 NOXMBM ANA pO34YyMiB, L0 BOHA BXe aHiCKiNneyku He
LKogysana, Wwo onvHunacsa came B MizenteenTi. B IHgii 3aBxan 6yno cnekoTHo, n BOHa
BigvyBara Taky 3HeMmory, Lo HiYMM He Morna 3auikaButucs. CBiXWUIA aHIMIiNCbKUI BiTep Have
34yB NaByTUHY 3 ii ManeHbLKoro MO3Ky 1 OXXMBUB MNOrO.

Mepi maike BeCb AeHb He 3axoauna o OyauHKy, TOX KOMK cina BevepsaTn, To byna He nuwe
Ay>XXe rornofHa, a v Bigvysana npuemHy BTomy. BoHa Haconomxysanacs Tensnom y KimHarTi, 1
HaBiTb 6e3nepepBHe GaszikaHHA MapTu He BUKIIMKANO B HEi 3BMYHOMO po3gpaTtyBaHHs. HaBnaku,
LbOro pasy BOHa i3 3a10BOSIEHHAM crnyxana ii po3noBsigi Npo BCe Ha CBiTi.

BramyBaBLUM aneTuT, AiB4MHKa He nocniwana BignyckaTu CnyxHuu. A Ta i He ayxe
onupanacs, agxe 3BUKna 4O XUTTS B TiCHIN xaTi, NOBHin OpaTiB i cectep, TOX Yy BENUYE3HOMY
NMOpPOXXHBbOMY NEPEANOKOoi, Ae Mana B Len Yac nepebyBaTtu, 3a3Buyan Hygprysana. A ua amsHa
AiBYMHKA, sIKa una B IHAii 1 Mana 4YopHux cnyr, Oyna ans Hei Wwe HeNnpPOYMTaHOK KHUXKKOIO.

HapewTi Mepi Bupiwwnna BkNnuHUTUCSA B 6e3kiHeYHUn MoHornor MapTu, wob noctasntn
3annTaHHSA, sike He aasarno i cnokot. Have nepenbavatoum posnory BignoBsigb, BOHa 3py4HO
BMOCTUIIACS Ha TOBCTOMY KUSTMMI nepeq KaMiHOM i rofioCHO npomoBuna:

— Yomy naH KpenseH Tak He nobuTb uen cag?

He yekatoun 3anpolueHHs, MapTta Tex npucina Ha Kunum i Bignosina Ha 3anuTaHHA
3anuUTaHHAM:

— Bu Bce we gymaete npo uen can? Tak s i 3Hana. Tak camo 6yno 1 3i MHOM, KON 9 BnepLue
no4ysna L iCTopito.

— Yomy BiH MOro Tak HeHaBWAiB? — HAaNoNernNnBo npasuna ceoe Mepi.



Mapta cina 3py4Hiwe, nigibraswwm nig ceée Horu.

— YyerTe, sk BiTEp BUE HaBKono OyauHKy... BUe, 9K BOBK, — Ha4e 36uparounch 3 gymkamu,
npokasana gis4ymMHa. — Bu 6 He BCTOSINM Ha Horax, sikou HUHI BUiALWINK B none!

Mepi He 3Hana, Wo o3Ha4Yae «BUTU, K BOBK». Ane, NpucnyxaBLlncb 40 3BYKIB, L0 AONUHANmM
3HaZBOpY, 3p0O3yMina: Le Konv gepesa TPeMTATb Bi peBuLLia BiTPY, SKWIA LLaneHie JOBKPYXK.
ByanHok 3gpuraBecs, Hibn SSIKMNCb HEBUOVMMUIA BENET raTUB Y CTiHU N BikKHA, Hamarar4mcb
npopsBatucs BcepeavHy. Ane Mepi 3Hana: nomy Le He BOACTbCA 3a XXO4HUX o6cTaBuH. Tomy
noyyBanacs gyxe 3aTuULHO B KiMHaTI, IKy OCBIT/OBanun YEpBOHi S3UK1 Nonym’s, Wwo ounocs B
KaMiHi.

— Yomy X BiH NOro Tak HeHaBnaUTL? — BTpeTe 3anuTana Mepi, 3po3yMiBLIK, WO CRY>XHULSA 3Hae
Lo icTopito.

— Tinbkn nam’atanTte, — 3acteperna MapTa, — HikoMy XogHoro cnoea, 60 naHi Megnok Hakasana
He obroBoptoBaTu Taki pedi. Tyt 6araTto Npo Lo He MOXHa roBOpuUTH — Lie Haka3 naHa KperiBeHa.
BiH kaxe, L0 MOro HewlacTa — He Hala cnpasa. OgHak, skbu He Len cag, BiH He OyB 61 Taknm.
Lle 6yB cag naHi KpenseH. Woro po36unu LLoiHO BOHM ogpyxunucs. BoHa gyxe ntobuna ue
MicLie, a 3a KBiTaMW BOHW Jornaganu pasoM: XXOOHUN CadiBHUK Tyam He 3axoaus. [ocnogapi
MaeTKy 3a4MHANN 3a cob0t0 XBIPTKY 1 rOAMHAMM HE BUXOAWMM 3Bi4TU, HACONOOXKYH4YMCh
pPO3MOBaMU 1 YNTAHHSIM KHUWXKOK. [NaHi KpenBeH Byna monogeHbKotro, 30BciM gisdnHkal yxe
nobuna cnaiTm Ha HWKHIN Tinui cTaporo AepeBsa, Kazana: 3pyqHo, siK Ha nasui. A BeCb NpOCTip
HaBKOMO HbOrO 3acagwuna TposHaamu. Ta ogHoro pasy rifika 3anamarnacsd, BoHa Brnana Ha 3eMIto
" Tak cunbHO 3abunacs, Wo HasasTpa nomepna. NMaH KpeneeH negpb nepexus BTpaTy: nikapi
HaBiTb OCTepiranucst MoOXnMBoOro 60XXeBinns, a To 1 cmepTi. TOMY BiH Tak HEHaBUOUTL LiEN cag.
BiaToai Tyau HIXTO He 3axoauB, i HIKOMY He J03BONAETbLCS HaBITb FOBOPUTU NPO HBOTO.

Mepi 6inblwe He cTaBuna NuTaHb. BoHa MOBYKM aMBMnacs Ha YepBOHe Nonym’s,
npucnyxarynce 4o Aeaani ronocHIWOoro 3aBuBaHHA BiTpY. B Len MOMeHT ii BCto
nepenoBHIOBaso SKech LWEeMMBO NpUeMHe BigyyTTs.

Lle Tpanunocs 3 Heto BXe BYeTBepTe nicns npuisgy B MisenTBenNTCbKNin MaeToK. YnepLue — Konu
i 3ganocs, Wo BOHa 3po3yMinia nTallky, a 1a — ii. Bapyre — konu Big 6GiraHWHU Ha CBiXKOMY
NoBITPi B Hei 3aHypTyBana KpoB. MoTiM — Konu BnepLue B XUTTi 3roniogHina. HapewTi — HuHi,
KOnu 3po3ymina, Lo Take cniBdyTTH. Ak 6arato BigKpUTTi 3a Takui KOPOTKMIA Yac!

Tum yacom Mepi cepef ry4HOro 3aBMBaHHS BITPY 3a BIKHOM parnToMm no4vana BUPI3HATU iHLUI
AaveHi 3Byku. I 30anoca HiGK geck nnave auTtuHa. MNMpuydomy BcepeamHi ByanHKY, X0 i Ha

3HayHin Bigaani. Mepi nogmeunacs Ha Mapry.

— Tu yyeLw, Sk XTOCb Nnaye? — 3anuTana BoHa.



CnyxHuusa panTtoMm 3HisiKoBina i 4KoCb HEBNEBHEHO BiAMnoBina:
— Le BiTep. Cnpaegi, 3a Takoi Heroam iHoAi 3aaeTbes, HibM XTocb 3abnykas y noni i nnadye.

— Ane, npucnyxavcs, — Hanonsirana Mepi. — Nagato, ue gecb y 6yanHKy, B OOHIN i3 ganbHix
KiMHaT.

Came B L0 XBUNUHY A0 ByANHKY XTOCb 3aMLLUOB, | CUITbHUI BiTEP, NPOMYaBLUN KOPUOOPOM, 3
TpiCKOM po34axHyB feab NpuYMHeHi ABepi KiMHaTw. MNnay cTaB BUpa3HiLLUM.

— Ocb! Yyew! — BurykHyna Mepi. — A T06i kazana! Lle xTocb nnaye, i ue He gopocna noguHa.

MapTta nig6irna 0o aBepen, 3a4nmHuna ix i noBepHyna ko4 y 3amky. Ane Mepi Bce ogHo novyna,
SK Le B OAHIN KiMHATI 3 rypKOTOM 3a4MHUNuncsa Asepi. Biatak Bce CTUXIO, HaBiTb BITEP Ha Kifbka
CeKyH[ nepecTas BUTMU.

— Lle GyB BiTep, — BnepTo cka3ana Mapta. — A siKLWO He BiTep, TO ManeHbka nocygHuus, berri. Y
Hei Uinun geHb 6oninun 3yom.

Aknicb HOBUI BIATIHOK Y rONocCi CNyXHuUi amycns Mepi MnnbHO NOAMBUTUCS Ha Hei. in 3ganocs,
wo MapTa Wwocbk npuxosye.

Posgin 6. «Tam xToCcb Nnakas... Hacnpasgi!»

3paHKy 3HOoBY n1B goul. Mepi Bu3npHyna 3 BikHa, ane nons He nobavuna — BCloan naHyBaB
cipun TymaH. lNMpo Taki AHi KaxyTb, Wo 0obpuii rocnogap i cobaky Ha ByMMLIO HE BIDKEHE.

— Lo Bu B Takmn gowl pobute Baoma? — 3anutana soHa Mapty.

— Hamaraemocsa He noTpanuTy OgnH O4HOMY Mif HOMM, — YCMiXHYnacsa CnyXxHuus. — Agxe Hac
Tak 6arato! Matu gyxe nobpa, ane 1 BoHa BTpayvae TepniHHA. CTapLi Aitn nayTb rpatnca B
xnie. Tinekn [ikeHy 6angyxe Ha oLy — BiH BCe OQHO nae Kyauch, Hibn ceiTuTb coHue. Kaxe, wo
nig 4Yac gowy 6aunTb BCe Te, WO He BUAHO Y sicHy noroay. OgHoro pasy BpATyBaB MarneHbKy
JINCKYKY, SIKa Niegb He MOTOHYyMa: Noro MaTtu fnexana Bbuta Henoganik, a BCi iHWi AnTuH4aTa
3arnHynn, Konu Boga 3anuna Hopy. BiH npuHic ii gogomy 3a nasyxoto, o6 Bigirpitn. Tak camo B
aouy nigibpae maneHbKy BOPOHY 1 npupy4mB ii. Haseae Caxa, 60 ayxe yopHa. Tenep BOHM
3aBXaW XOOATb 3a HUM.

Mepi Bxe 3BuKkna Ao MapTu i HaBiTb WIKOAQYyBana, Konu BoHa 1wna, 60 wopasy B po3ka3aHux



CNY>XHULEIO ICTOpIAX BigKpvBana wocbk HoBe Ansa cebe. MapTa onucyBana HEBENUYKY XaTUHKY B
noni, e B YOTMPbOX KiMHATax TyfmMriocs YoTMPHAAUSATb OCiB, SKi HIKONWM HE Haiganucst 4OCXo4y.
Hitn cami possaxanu cebe, Giranu n paginu, cxoxi Ha 4OGPOAYLUHMX LyUEHST Konni. Ta
Hanbinbwe Mepi nobuna cnyxatu npo MapTuHy Mamy — TOAI B HEi, HE3PO3YMifi0 YoMy,
Tenniwano Ha Ay, i, 3BicHO, Npo [likeHa, SK1in ymiB TOBapuLLYBaTK 3 YCIM XUBUM.

— Konu 6 nuwe B meHe Byna nucudka abo BOPOHeEHs, 1 6 Morna rpatucsa 3 HAMK, — cka3ana
Mepi. — Ane B MeHe Hikoro Hemae.

— A nnectun Bu BmieTe? — 3anutana Mapra.

— Hi! — ckasana Mepi.

— A wntn?

— Tex Hil

— A untatn?

— Bwmito.

— To Yomy > BU He ynTaeTe abo He BUNTECH LLIOCb pobu- Tn Wwe?

— Y MeHe HeMae KHWXKOK, — ckaszana Mepi. — Bci sanuwunucs B IHgi.

— Oyxe wkopga! — ckaszana Mapta. — OT1 akbu naHi Megnok gossonuna sam 3anTtu B 6idnioteky!
Tam Tncsava KHmxok!

Mepi He 3anuTana, Ae BoHa po3TawoBaHa, 60 y ii ronosi MUTTEBO BM3PIiB NaH caMiil NoLLyKaTu
KHUro36ipHto. 3ragka npo naHi Megnok aHiTpoxmn He MOXUTHYNa HaMipiB AiBYMHKW. EkOHOMKa
Marxe 3aBXau cuiina y CBOii 3aTULLHIN KiMHaTi Ha nepLuomy nosepci. LLonpaeaa, Yyepes AeHb
BOHa HaBigyBarnacsi Haropy, Wwob nouikaBuTtucs, un B Mepi Bce rapasa. OgHak Hikonu He
3anuTyBana, Lo BoHa pobuTb, i HiKonn He roBopuna, Wwo i Tpeba pobuTtn. To HaBILLO NUTaTN B
Hei go3sony?

BnacHe, B LUbOMy AMBHOMY OYOMHKY XXUTTS BUPYBAro TiNlbkM Ha HMKHbOMY MOBEPCI, afXe Kpim
Cnyr TyT Hikoro He 6yno. BoHM nepeBaXXHO TOBKIMCA Ha BENMYE3HIN KyXHi, OOBiLLaHin
ONMCKY4YMM MiOHUM | ONIOB’SAHMM NOCYAOM, Ta YMMarieHbKin 3a po3mipamu iganbHi, e
Xap4yyBanucs no Kinbka pasiB Ha AeHb, Beay4m 6e3kiHeuHi po3MoBW.

Mepi perynspHo Hagcunanu cHigaHok, obig i Bevepto, MapTa npucnyroByBana in Ta n no
BCbOMY — 3arariom HikoMy He Byro 4o Hei Hisikoro gina. [is4mHka Bupiwnna, wo ue, MMOBIPHO,
TaKWU aHrMiNCbKWIA 3BUYan — He 06TSXKyBaTKM AiTen 3anBuMum kKrnonotamu. B IHAji Big Hei Hi Ha



KpOK He Biaxoauna Asi, oapasy BMKOHYO4YM Byab-aki ii 6akaHHA. YacTo-rycTo Taka KoMnaHis

Mepi ayxe Habpugana. Tenep 3 HEtO HIXTO HE HAHBYMBCS, BOHA NpuBYMnacsa obxogutu cebe
cama, 60 Lopasy, Konu 3a 3BUYKOIO LLOCb HakasyBana, MapTta 34MBOBaHO AMBUNacA Ha Hei,

HiOM BBarkana Hegonyroto.

— Xiba y Bac TaMn Hemae? — He BUTpUMara CNnyXHuUUs ogHoro paay, konvm Mepi 3a 3BMYKOI0
npocTArHyna pyku, wob ta Hagina in pykasmyku. — Hawa Cio3aH BABiYi MeHLa 3a Bac, il BCbOro
4YOTMPU POKKM, ane Lie BOHa 3gaTHa 3pobutn. IHoai BU 30aeTecs MeHi 30BCiM OYPHEHBLKOLO.

Mpo cein nnaH Mepi Bupiwwnna MapTi Tex HiYoro He KasaTu. ToX noyekana, Konv Ta 3amena
nignory, 3ibpana Tapinku n niwna BHM3. A cama Tak i ctoana 6ins BikHa, AuBunaca Ha gouy i
po3MipKoByBana npo CBOi HAcCTynHi Aii.

BnacHe, ii uikaBuna He Tak cama 6ibnioTeka — BOHa He HAA4TO nepenmManacs YiMTaHHaM. Lis
po3mMoBa Haragana i cnosa naHi Meanok npo COTHIO KiMHAT i3 3a4uHeHuMu asepuma. Mepi
XOTiNocs AisHaTucs, Ym cnpasgi BCi BOHW 3aMKHEHI, @ FONOBHE — LLIO B HUX MOXHa nobaynTu.
Hesxe ix coTHa? Yomy 6 in He niTn 1 He nopaxyBaTn?

Mepi BiguMHuNa aBepi cBoei KiMHATU 1 BUpyLUMNa B NOAOPOX BenuyesHnm byamHkomM. Crnovatky
BOHa MLUa JoBXene3HMM KOpUaopoM, Bif SKOro Bigrany»yBasnmch iHLUi. I poBenocs nigHsITUCS
Ha Kiflbka CXOOWHOK, NOTIM e Ha Kinbka. Bciogm Bynu gBepi, ABepi, a Ha CTiHaX BUCINN KapTUHM.
IHoai Ha HUX Bynn 306parkeHi ANBHI TEMHI nen3axi, ane 3gebinbLworo ue 6ynu nopTpeTtu
YOnOBIKIB i )XiHOK, BOBpaHWNX y NULLHI KOCTIOMY 3 atnacy 1 OKcamuTy.

Hesabapom aiB4vHKa onvHunacs B AOBriV ranepei, CTiHn skoi 6ynu cyuinbHo o6BilLaHi TakMMm
noptpetamu. Mepi n nogymaTtu He Morna, o ix moxe OyTn Tak 6arato B ogHOMy GyaumHKy. BoHa
NOBINbHO NpoKLLNacs ranepeeto, ANBNAYMChL B 00NNYYS JaBHO NOMEPNUM foASM, a BOHW,
34aBanocd, po3guBnanncs i y Bignosigb, AMBYHOYUCH, SK AiBYMHKA 3 [HAII onnHUNAacs y iXHbOMy

OyanHKy.

Tam Takox 6ynv nopTpeTu AiTen — AiBYATOK Y BAXKKUX aTNaCHMX CyKHSX, O AOXOAWUN A0 CaMoOi
NignorM, Xnon4yumkie 3 4OBIMM BONOCCAM, B MEPEXUBHUX KOMipusax. Mepi Hamaranacs sragatu
iXHi iMeHa, noganbLUuy 0N, YOMY BOHU HOCUMW TakUA ANBHUIA OOST.

OpuH nopTpeT 306paxyBaB MaHipHy HeKpacuBy AiBYMHKY, CXOXy Ha Hei. BoHa 6yna BbpaHa B
3ereHy rnaseToBy CYKHIO, a Ha BKasiBHOMY Nanbli TpuMana 3enedy nanyry. llornag y AiB4nMHKK
OyB rocTpun i 3auikaBneHun.

— e T Tenep xmBeww? — ronocHo 3anutana ii Mepi. — A 6 xoTina, wob T 6yna Tenep TyT.
>KogHa antnHa, NMOBIPHO, HIKONKM He po3Baxanacs y Takun cnocib. e 6 nak! bpoantn BHKS i

Bropy cxogamu, LUMPOKMMM abo BY3bKMMUK KOPUOOPaMn, SKMMWN OABHO HiXTO He xoaumBe! in
30aBanocs, Wo B yCbOMy BenuyesHomy OyaunHKy byna Tinbku ogHa BOHa — ManeHbka fiB4nHKa B



YOPHI CyKeHLUi, Ska HamaraeTbCsl 3pO3yMITU: AKLO HabyayBanu CTifbKW KiMHAT, TO, MIMOBIPHO, B
KOXHIN Xunu nogn?

Mepi gictanacsa TpeTboro NOBEpPXy 1 BMpiLLMIa NEPEBIPUTY, YuM BCi ABEpi Bynun 3a4mHeHI, 9K in
ckasana naHi Megnok. OgHy 3a ogHO noBepTana pyykn — mapHo. Basnacs 3a we ogHy 1
HaBIiTb TPOXW 3risikanacs, Konu Bigyyna, Lo npy NepLiomMy nowToBXY ABepi caMi NOBINbHO 1
BaXXKO BigYMHUNMCS.

Lle 6yna Benuka cnanbHsa 3 robeneHamm Ha CTiHax i PO3KiLWHO iHKPYCTOBaHMMK Mebnamm — Taki
BoHa 6aumna B IHgji. LUnpoke BikHO BUXO4MMO B norne, a Hag KamiHOM BUCIB LLie OAWH NOpTpeT
MaHipHOi HeKpacuBOoi OiBYNHKW.

— Moxe, ue byna ii cnanbHs, — ckasana Mepi Bronoc i HeBaoBoneHo gogana: — BoHa Tak
ONBUTBCS HA MEHeE, LLIO 5 IKOCb OMBHO MOYYBaKCS.

lMicnsa wboro BoHa nepeameBuniacya Yamaro KiMmHart i Bupilunna, Wwo, o4eBuMaHo, naHi Megnok He
nepebinbllyBana Wwoao iXHbOi KinbkocTi. He 6yno xoaHoi, siky 6 He npukpaluany ctapi KapTuHK
abo robeneHn, Mamxe B KOXHi CTOANN MeOni 3 ANBOBMKHMMWN OPHAMEHTaMM.

OgpHa kimHaTa, 3aTarHyTa B okcamuT, Oyna cxoxa Ha gamcbkuin bygyap. Mepi 3BepHyna ysary Ha
HeBenuKky wadky, y AKii CToiNo 6rn3bKO COTHI ManeHbKUX CIOHWKIB, BUTOYEHWUX 3i CITIOHOBOI
KicTknu. BoHn ©ynun pi3Hoi BENUYMHK, Y OEAKNX HA CMIMHAX POo3MillyBanucs nanaHkiHm abo
noroHndi. Mepi 6a4mna Taki gpibHn4kmn B IHAII. BiakpusLum asepi wadku, BoHa noyana rpatucs
HUMWN.

BoHa Bxe 3ibpanacsa BuxoguTu 3 KiMHaTu, siK nodyna nerkum wepex. ObepHynacs Ha 3BYK i
3po3ymina, o BiH AONMHAaB Bi4 AMBaHa, Sk cTosB 6ins kamiHa. Ha Hbomy nexana
OKCaMMTOBa NoAyLUKa, a 3 AipKn BU3npana KpuxitTHa rofiska 3 napot nepenskaHnx oyemn.

Mepi o6epexHo nigiiwna nogMBUTUCS Ha OMBHY ICTOTY. BrMcKydi odvi Hanexanu mMmaneHbKin cipin
MULLL, SKa Nporpuana Aipky B NoAyLiLli Ta BnawTysana t1am XxuTno. bina Hei nexano wecTepo
MULLIEHSAT.

— 7 6 B3sana ix i3 coboto, AK6M MyLLa He Byna Takow HansikaHow, — NosicHuna cama cobi Mepi i
BUMLLA 3 KiMHATW.

BoHa Tak gosro 6nykana senuyesHum OyamMHKOM, WO AyXKe BTOMUacsa i Bupiunna
nosepTtaTtucsa 4o ceoei kKimHaTu. Lle BuaBuniocsa He Takum npoctnm 3aBgaHHAM. Kinbka pasis
BOHa Npoxoauna ogHUM i TUM caMnM KOPUAOPOM UM cxofamu, AOKM HE ONUHUIacya Ha
noTpibHomMy nosepci. [poTe Bce e He Morna po3LwyKaT CBOK KiMHaTY.

— MabyTb, 51 3HOBY NnoBepHyna He Tyau, kyam Tpeba, — ckasana BOHa Brosloc, CTOSiUM B KiHL
KOpPOTKOro kopuaopy 3 robeneHamm Ha cTiHax. — He 3Hato, Kyam NTu. Ak TUXo ckpisb!



BoHa He BCcTMMa 3akiHinTK dopasu, 9K TULLY po3ipBaB KPUWK, ane He CXOXNN Ha TOW, SIKUA BOHA
Yyna MUHynoi Hovi. Lie ByB ypmB4acCTMI KpUK — NPUMXIIMBUIA BEPECK AUTUHU, SKUIN TPOXU
3arnyLanm MacusHi CTiHW.

— Lle 6nnxkye, Hix Byno Togi, — ckazana Mepi, cepue sKoi 3abunocs cunbHiwe, — i ue nnav.
BoHa HeHaBMMCHO TOPKHYMNacs PyKoOK Kunma 1 3nsKaHo BigcKouuna Hasag — BiH MackyBaB
ABepi, AKi oapasy npounHununcs. 3a Hummn 6y kopnaop, Skum iwna nadi Megnok 3i 38’A3k0K0
KNHOYiB y pyui Ta cepauTum BMpa3om 0bnmyusi.

— Bu wo 1yt pobute? — 3anntana BoHa, cxonuelum Mepi 3a pyky. — A wo Bam kasana?

— A noBepHyna He B TON KOpPUAOP, — NOSICHUNA AiB4MHKA. — A He 3Hana, Kyau UTu, a noTim
nouyna, Lo XTOCb nnavye.

BoHa maike 3HeHaBuAina naHi Megnok, a B HaCTynHy MUTb Bigvyna Lo HEeHaBUCTb Lie GinbLue.

— Hi, B Hi4Oro Takoro He 4ynu, — ckasana ekoHoMka. — 14iTb Ao cebe B ouTAYy, a TO MeHi
OOBeAETbCA BaC nokaparwm.

BoHa HeBMMHHO NigwToBXYyBana, MiLlHO TpMMaro4um 3a pyKy, aX Kosv, HapeLwTi, He BKMHyNa B
ANTAYY.

— A Tenep, — cka3ana BOHa, — Kpallle CUAITb Tam, e Haka3aHo, a TO MeHi JOBeAeTbCs Bac
3aunHnTn. NaH KpenBeH NOBUHEH B3ATU BaM ryBEepHaHTKY, 9K i 0biusie. 3a Bamu Tpeba cTporo
HarnsagaTu, a B MeHe 1 Tak poboTu JOCUTb.

Mani Megnok Bunwna 3 KiMHaTK, rPOKHYBLUK ABepuMa. Mepi cina Ha kunum 6inga kamiHa, Bcs
oniga Big rHisy. BoHa He 3annakana, a Tiflbku CKperoTHyna 3ybamu.

— XTOCb Mnakas... TaM TOYHO XTOCb Mnakas... — FONIOCHO CKa3ana BOHa.
Mepi Bxe BOpyre 4yna Kpuk i Bupilnna, LWo Konuch AisHaeTbesd, B YOMY cnpasa. Liboro paHky
BOHa nobaymna 6arato 4oro, TOX noyyBanacs Tak, Hibu 3pobvna gosry nogopox. B ycskomy

pasi TPOXM po3BaXKuacs: norpanacs KicTaHUMK CNoHuKamu 1 6aunna cipy MULLIKY 3
OUTUHYaTaMX B OKCaMUTOBIN NOAYLLUL.

Posgin 7. Kntoui Big cagy



Uepes gBa gHi nicns uiei npurogn HapewTi po3norogunocs. Mepi, NpOKNHYBLUUCE BpaHLi 1
oApasy NoAvMBUBLLUCE Y BIKHO, 3anemMeHTyBana ao Maptu:

— [MoamBucsa Ha none! Nogusucs!

Jou npunnHMBCS, a XMapu BigHecrno BiTpoM. BiTep Tex 3aTux, i Hag nonem BUCOMINO
SICKpaBo-bnakmMTHe ckneniHHA Heba. Mepi Hikonu 1 yBi CHi He Bavmna Takoi criny4yoi 6nakuTi. B
IHgii Hebo 3aBxamn Byno posneveHe, a TyT NaHyBana xorio4Ha CHb, Hade Ha Gnncky4omy;,
©e3goHHOMY 03epi. TiNbKM NOAEKYAN HOCUITMCA ManeHbKi 6ini nepucti xmapku. Lnpoknin
NonbLOBMI NPOCTIP TexX OyB M'akMM Ta GNakuTHUM, a He NOXMYpPOo-6arpsasHUM Ym CipyuMm.

— Tak, 6ypst MMHyna, — pagicHo nosigomuna Maprta. — B uto nopy poky Tak 3aBxau OyBae — 3a
HiY BCe MMHae, Hibn Bypi Hikornn 1 He Byno n Hikonu He Byae. Lle Tomy, Wwo BecHa
HabnwkaeTbcsa. BoHa we ganeko, ane Bxe nocniwae.

— A a4 gymana, wo B AHrmii 3aBxaun OoL i 3aBxan NoxXmMypo, — ckasana Mepi.

— O Hil — ax BurykHyna Mapta, npucisim 6ins YopHOro, CBUHLLEBOrO KaMiHHOIO Npunagas. — Hy
BM gaerte!

— Wo v maew Ha yBasi? — cepirio3Ho 3anutana Mepi.

IHOYyCW pO3MOBASN Pi3HUMM dianekTamu, AesKi 3 HAX po3ymina xiba Lo CoTHs nogen, Tomy
JiBYMHKaA He 3auByBanacs, konn MapTta BMKOpUCTOBYBana crnosa, Skux BoHa He 3Hana.

MapTa 3acmisinacs Tak, sk Le 0yno nepLuoro paHky.

— o x, — ckasana BoHa. — A rosopvna npo Mopkwwmp. TyT, Konu SicHo, To Becenille, Hik AeiHae
Ha CBITi. A X Kasana, Lo BX 3BUKHETE N nontobute none. Tpeba Tpoxu 3adyekatn — Togi
nobaunte, AK 3auUBiTyTb 30M1I0TUCTUIA APUK, BEPECK, MYPNYPHI A3BIHOYKN, CTaHYTb NypxaTu
MeTenukn, 64Xonn 3aa3mkdath i 3acniBaloTb XKanBOPOHKK. Togi BaM 3axo4eTbCsl BCTATU Ha

CBITaHKY W Linun geHb OyTn B noni, sk ue pobuTb Haw [ikeH.

— A MOxHa Gyge MeHi nitn Tyan? — nouikasunacsa Mepi, AMBNAYMCE Y BiKHO Ha GnakuTHUI
npocTip.

— He 3Hato, — Bignosina Mapta. — Nagato, Bu 3pogy He KOPUCTyBanucs CBOiMU Horamu, To xiba
3MOXeTe NPONTU BICIM KiNOMETPIB 40 HALLOi XaTUHW.

— MeHi xoTinoca 6 no6aunTn Bawe o6incTs, — ckasana Mepi.

MapTa Kifnibka CeKyH NnnbHO AnBUNaca Ha Hei, NoTiM 3HOBY B3dJ1acad 3a npunanaa M novana



YUCTUTU KaMiHHY peLliTKy. BoHa nogymana, Wwo B Lo XBUNUHY nobaynna maneHbke HerapHe
06nnYYs iBYMHKN 30BCIM HE TaKUM MOXMYPUM, SSKMM BOHO Gyno ogpasy no npwisay.

— # 3anuTato B maTepi, — ckasana Mapta neperogd. — BoHa 3aBxan 3Hange cnocib 3pobutu, sk
Tpeba. Hezabapom B meHe Oyae BuxigHun, i 8 nigy aogomy. MNMani Megnok gyxe nosaxae MoK
MarTip, MOXe, BOHa 3 HEK NOroBOPUTh.

— A nobnto TBOKO Marip, — ckasana Mepi.

— le 6! — ckazana MapTa, Wwkpsbaroum peLliTku.

— XoM Hikonw ii He 6avunna.

— 3BuU4aniHo, Hi. Arne BoHa Taka po3ymHa, poboTtawa, gobpa, oxanHa, Wo ii nobnate BCi, XTO
6aumB i xT0 He Gaums. Konu 8 ngy gogomy vepes none, 1o ctpmbato Big pagocTi.

— A 1 Hikena ntobnto, — gogana Mepi. — Xo4 Tex Hikonun He 6auuna.
— A Bxe kasana Bam, — Bianosina MapTa, — Wo 1noro nobnaTb NTaLWKW, 3aiLi, AWK BiBLi, HABITb
nucudi. 3HaeTe, Npo WO s Aymalo... — gogarna BoHa, 30cepemkeHo ANBASAYMCh Ha OiBUMHKY, — a

4n cnogobanucsa 6 Bu [ikeHy?

— He cnopobanacs 6, — ckazana Mepi cBOiM MaHipHUM, XONOAHUM TOHOM. — A HIKOMY He
nogobatocs.

— A cami cobi Bu nogobaetecs? — 3anutana MapTa, Hibu in Hacnpaegi Tpeba Gyno 3HaTu ue.
Mepi cekyHay Baranacs, Hibun o6gymyroum Bignosigb.

— Hi... 30BCciM He nogobatocs. Arne OOHUHI S HIKONK He gymana npo Le.

MapTa ycmixHynacs, Hibu 3ragasLum nNpo LWOChk NPpUEMHE, AOMALLHE.

— Matu ckasana ue MeHi KOCb... — MOBMIa BOHa. — Y ToM AeHb 51 Oyna He B rymopi. A BoHa
AKpa3 BMmMBanacsi, 1 nobauvna, o s 3ra Ha Korocb. Toai o6epHynacsa Ao MeHe 1 ckadana: «Tu
Haye nucens! Te To6i He nogobaeThbes, ce He nogobaeTbes. A um nogobaewics Tm cobi?» Li
CrnoBa 3MyCWUiM MeHe 3aMUCIUTUCS, a NOTIM 3aCMiATUCS.

Mapta niwna, Tinbku-Ho nogana Mepi cHinaHok. [ noTpiGHo Byrno NponTu BiciM KinoMeTpis
nonem, wo6 gictatnca gogomMmy. Mepi ctano gyke camotHbo. BoHa niwna B cag, i cnovartky

066irna gecaTtb pasis HaBkono goHTaHa. it ctano Tpoxu Beceniwe. W BoHa ctana posauparucs
AoBKona.



MaeTokK, 3anMTuii COHAYHMM CBITIIOM, 34aBaBCs 30BCIM iHLWNM, SIK | BepecoBe none. Mepi
nigHsna obnnyda n guemnnacs Ha Hebo, Hamararunch yaBuUTK cebe Ha OAHIN 3 ManeHbKNX
GiNOCHIKHUX XMapUHOK, Lo NANBAM Hag Heto. [NoTim niwna Ao pykToBoro cagy n Tam
nobauuna beHa Besepctada, skuin npautoBas pa3om 3 ABOMa cafiBHMKaMn. 3MiHa noroaw,
oveBuaHo, aobpe nogisana Ha HbOro, 1 BiH cam 3aroBopuB 40 Mepi.

— BecHa e, — ckasas BiH. — Yyewu ii 3anax?

Mepi noHoxana noBiTps 1 Bignosina:

— MaxHe YMmoch XOpoLUNUM, CBIXKUM i BONOIrMM.

— Lle 3emneto naxHe, — nosicHMB beH. — OH TaMm, y KBITHMKaxX, CKOPO Bce 3aBopyLunTbed. CoHue
npurpie, 1 3-nNig 3emMni NOKaXXyTbCA 3eMeHi NapoCTKu. ..

— A WO 3 HMX BMpocTe?
— Kpokycu, Hapumcu... Tu ix konu-Hebyab 6aunna?

— Hi. B Ingii nicna gowlie Tex Bce bysie, ane Takoro Hemae. Take BpaXKeHHsl, Lo TaM Bce
BMpOCTae 3a OfHY Hiy.

— Hi, TyT BCe He BMpOCTe 3a 0gHY Hid, — cka3aB beH. — Tobi joBeneTbes YekaTn  CTexmTU!

— A 6yay, — Bignosina Mepi.

Ckopo gisuMHKa novyna M’skui LLenecT Kpun i Bigpasy 3goraganacs, Wo npuneTina BinbLuaHka.
Mrawka Gyna gyxe cyeTHa Ta Becena, ctpmbana 6inst camux Hir Mepi 11, CXUnmBeLN roniBky
Habik, XUTpo AnBMNacs Ha Hei. Mepi 3anutana beHna:

— Ak ragaete, BoHa MeHe nam’sitae?

— 3BicHo! — BUrykHyB BeH. — BoHa 3Hae BCi kKayaHu B Apy, He Tinbku niogen. A TyT HiKonu He
0aumna maneHbKoi AiBYMHKM, TOX i XOUEeTbCS BCE AisHaTucs npo tebe...

— A B TOMy cafly, e BOHa XM1Be, TEX BCe BOPYLUMTLCA Nig 3emnern? — 3anutana Mepi,
cnogieatunce, Wo Jobpuin HacTpin po3roBoputb beHa. Ane BiH cnoxMypHiB i Npobypyas:

— Y akomy came cagy?
— [e e gepeBo, obcagxeHe TpostHaamum, — npokasana Mepi, 60 Tak i He 3morna NpPUTNYMUTK

CBOIO LiKaBiCTb, MOMpPU 3acTepexXeHHs MapTu He roBOPUTK Ha L0 TeMy. — Tam BCi KBiTU
nomepnu Yn aeski Bce-Taku OXXuBarTb BRITKY?



— 3anuTan y Hei, — ckasaB beH, NoCyHyBLIM NneYyemM B HanpsMKy BinbluaHkn. — BoHa ogHa ue
3Hae. Tam yxxe [ecaTb pokiB HIXTO He OyBas.

Mepi Yomycb 3apa3s nogymarocs, Wo BOHa TEX Hapoaunacs Linux AecsTb PoKiB TOMY.

[iBuMHKa NOBINMbHO pyLUXA CTEXKOK, PO3MIPKOBYIOUYM HAA NovyTUM. | 3po3ymina, Lo noymHae
nobuTun cag, gk paHiwe nontodbuna nrawky, LikeHa, MapTtuHy mamy. Ta, BnacHe, 1 MapTy Tex.
In spaBanocs, 1o BoHa MobuTk ayxe 6aratbox nogen, amxe A0 nepeisay B AHMI0 He 3BUKNa
Hikoro nduTn. ToMy M NPO NTaLLKy AymMarna, ik Npo JO4MHY.

Mepi Bunna Ha gopiXkKy 6insa 3apocnoi NnwLwem CTiHK, Hag, SIKO BUOHINUCS BEPXIBKM AEPEB, i,
KOnuv npowiunacs Heto Bapyre, pantom nodyna webetaHHsa. O3npHyBLIKNCH, nobaynna Ha
NOPOXHIN KIym6i niBopyY Big OOPIKKM BiNbLUAHKY, Sika B4aBana, Lo NoprnaeTbed B 3eMili, a He
cynposogxye Mepi. Ane aiB4mHka 3goraganacs, Wo BOHa BeCb Yac Tpumanaca Henoganik, i ue
HaNOBHWUO ii TaKMM 3aXONJIEHHAM, LLLO BOHA 3aTpemTina Big pagocTi.

— T nam’sitaew meHe! — BUrykHyna BoHa. — lNam’ataew! T Hankpalya nTawka Ha CBiTi!

BinbLuaHka, HEMOB NOrOAXYHYNUCH i3 LMMK crioBamMu, 3acTpubana n 3augipiHbkana, a Mepi
roBopusia n roeopuna fnackasi crioBa, HaxXMnNUBLLUCL A0 Hei. 3gaBanocs, MiXk HAMK Benacs
uikaea Geciga. MNrawka gegani onvkye nignyckana go cebe, HiOM NOBHICTIO i goBipAna.

[osipsna Takin, sik BoHa! Mepi Hamaranacsi 0yt o6epexHoto, Wob He HansaKkaTu Le KpUxiTHe
CTBOpiHHSA. BoHa Byna Taka wacnmBa, LWo nefBe HaBaxyBarnaca anxaru.

3 ogHoro 6oky knymby obpamnsanu KyLli, KOPOTKO NiACTPUKEHI HA 3UMY, | 32 MUTb BifbLUaHKa
BXe cTpubarna Mixx HUMU, 3aTPUMYHUNCh Ha ManeHbKin Kynui ceixkxoHacunaHoi 3emni. O4eBnaHo,
cobaka HamaraBscs 3MOBUTW KpOTa 1 BUPMB JOCUTb IIMOOKY sIMY.

Mepi cTexuna 3a nTawukoto, sika nigcTpubyBana Ha ogHOMY MicLi, AOKM ii nornag He 3yNMHUBCA
Ha skomycb npegMeTi nobnmay smu. BiH HaragyBae 3ani3He Kinbue, Bkpute ipxeto. Togi
BiNblUaHKa 3neTina Ha Aepeso, HibK 3anpoLuyoyn AIBYMHKY OFNSHYTU 3BinbHeHe Micue. Mepi
niginwna énwkye 1 B3ana ipxkase 3anisayus. Ax Hi! B pykax BoHa Tpumarna ctapui Ko, siK1i,
CXOXe, oyXe aoBrun vyac 0yB y 3emni.

Mepi BunpocTtanacsa v npotlenorTina:

— MoxnuBo, noro 3apunu TyT OecHaTb pokiB ToMy. Cxoxe, Lie Knod Big Toro caay!



Poanin 8. BinbluaHka nokasye gopory

Mepi goBro posguenana 3Haxigky, BepTina ii B pykax, oOMipkoByoun CBOi noganbLui gii.
OckinbKkn BOHa HIKONY Hi B KOro He NuTana axi 403Bony, aHi nopaaun, To 1 Lboro pasy gymana
TiNbKM NMpo Te, SK BigwyKaTh XBipTKY, WO6 NoaNBUTUCS, LLIO 3HAXOAUTLCS 3@ TUMW CTiIHAMM | YK
BVXXWUIM CTapi KyLi TPOSIHA HaBKOMO 3namaHoro aepesa. Npo Te, wob Bigaatn komycb
3HaMAEHY YyXXy pid 1 MOBW He Morno OyTu.

BnacHe, in gyxxe xoTinocs 6a4nTtu Len cag Tiflbku TOMY, LLO BiH OyB 3aMKHEHWIA MPOTArOM Takoro
TpuBanoro 4acy. Y ii yaBi BiH 6yB ocobnueum, i 3a Li AecaTb poKiB TaM Marno BiabyBaTucs LOCh
aneoBmxkHe. Kpim Toro, Mepi aymana, Lo konu cag in cnogobaeTtbes, TO MOXxHa Oyae xoantu
TYAM WOAHS, 3amMuKkaTth 3a coboto XBIpTKY i rpatuca Ha camoTi. HixTo He 3HaB 6u, oe BoHa, 60
BCiM BiJOMO, LLO XBipTKa 3aMKHEHa, a KI1tod 3apuTuin B 3emMnto. Lis aymka gyke notiwmna ii.

[iB4MHKa XMna Mmamxke CamMOTHBO Y BENMYE3HOMY OYAMHKY i3 COTHEK 3aMKHEHMX KIMHAT i He
Mara Hidoro, wo mormno 6 po3BaxuTy ii. Lia TaemHmya ictopia po3byguna ii cCnnsynin Mo3oK i
posbypxana ysiy. CBOIO porib 3irpasio TakoX CBidke NPOXOSI04HE NOBITPS, ke 6aabopuio n
3MyLIyBarno akTUBHO pyxaTtuca. B IHgii Mepi 3aBxau goky4vana cneka, ToX BoHa 3aBxaun byna
MIISIBOIO 11 CNabKoo TifIOM | AYMKOLO. Y Hei He BMHMKANO XOoAHUX baxkaHb. TyT xe i xoTinocs
JiSTW, BidYyTU LLLOCb HOBE.

BoHa noknarna KoY y KULLIEHIO 1 cTana noxomKkaTu JOPiKKOK, BKOTPE pO3aUBNAYNCE BXe
3HanoMy A0 ApidHMUb MiCcUMHY. 34aBanocs, KpiM Hei CHogW HIXTO HIKOMM He NpuxoamB. SKUNCb
Yyac [iBYnHKa He 3Bogurna nornsag 3i CTiHm abo, Kpawe ckasaTtu, nnoLLa, Lo CyLuinb BKPMBAB ii.
Lls BUTKa pOCNMHHICTL 30uBana 3 NaHTENuKy: 3a TEMHO-3eNIEHUM NINCTAM Mypy He Oyrno BUAHO
30BCiM.

Ii oxonuB Biguai: OyTn Tak 6nM3bKO Big METM, MaTU KoM i )KOAHOI 3adinku, Wwob oTpumaTn
baxxaHe. Tak Hivoro n He npuaymasLwn, Mepi nonpamyBana 4o40My, BUPILLMBLUK, OOHAaK, WO Le
LLle He KiHeUb icTopii i NOLWYKN TPUBaTUMYThb.

Mani Megnok go3sonuna MapTi nepeHodyBaTn B4OMa, ane HacTyNnHOro paHKy BoHa Bxe Oyna B
MaeTKy, LWe pyM’'sHila, HiXX 3aBXau, i B JOOpomy rymopi.

— A BCTana oo cxofy COHUS — 0 YeTBepTIN roguHi, — posnosigana soHa Mepi. — A cBiTaHOK
3ycTpina B noni. £k >xe TaM rapHoO paHo BpaHLi: NepLli NPOMEHi Taki Hi>KHI, NTaLlKu
NPOKMAATbCS, BCIOAM CHYHOTb 3anui. A e S 30BCiM He BTomunacs, 60 Tifbkn YacTuHy goporu
Mwna niwky — SKMNCb YONoBiK B3SB MEHe Ha NiaBoay.

Takox MapTta po3nosina, sik ,obpe BoOHa NpoBena CBi BinbHUA AeHb. CrnovaTKky gonomorna
Martepi 3 NpaHHsM, a NOTIM Hanekna conogKnx NUPIKKIB.



— BoHu 6ynu we rapsidi, konu aitm npuGirnu 3 nons. B 6yauHKy Tak cMaqyHO naxsio BUMIYKOLO, i
BOrOHb TaK rapHO Nanae Yy BOTHULLI, O AiTKM Kpuyanu Big wactsa. Haw [ikeH 3aBxaun Kaxe, Wo B
HaLUin xaTi caM KOponb Mir 61 XUTK — Tak B Hill 3aTULLHO.
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